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1 % % ¥ 5 3] o4 5B 487 22 » 7T %% Beate Dignas and Engelbert Winter, Rome
and Persia in Late Antiquity, Neighbours and Rivals (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2007), 70-106.

2H M T AREST | A9RGB > AR E m ) > A, Geoffrey Greatrex,

Rome and Persia at War, 502—-532 (Leeds: Francis Cairns, 1998), 211-218. &

BELETR-HHEHKGHERRTY  AEL1T R H L5 B M 12 A

aode T BAA 0 (BETRKE) AT 548 h Tl e A afoF ) (Pacem

cum Persis in aeternum confirmavimus) » Codex Justinianus,. 1.27.2, ;5#-4%&,

P RE L RERMILEA £ (BL) ¥R T &S (Gnépaviov) At #,

— 1444 > Prokopios, Wars, 1.22.17. Codex Justinianus vA F f§j#% Cod. Iusti

MR ARiE B B. W. Frier et al. eds., The Codex of Justinian: A New Annotated

Translation, with Parallel Latin and Greek Text Based on A Translation by

Justice Fred H. Blume (Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press,

2016). Prokopios, Wars vAF f§#% Prok. Wars » }p % & H. B. Dewing, ed.

and trans., Procopius: History of the Wars, 5 vols, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard

University Press, 1914-1928).

IR 8 TR AR &4 JRAS 7 e (Tigris River)$f 4 48 4 &, =T (Euphrates

River) 8y 73k » M JE AT AT - 2 B i Bl 7 = de R 3E A8 vy STIAL IRk O BT

B pugirE R T AR RERT | 094K F% o Peter Edwell, Between Rome and

Persia: The Middle Euphrates, Mesopotamia and Palmyra under Roman

Control (London: Routledge, 2008), 26-29.
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4 David Braund, Georgia in Antiquity: A History of Colchis and Transcaucasian
Iberia, 550 BC-AD 562 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2014), 292-314.

S BB~ kB 557 437158k ) 2 (Agathias, Histories, 4.30.7-10) » it 72 7 5F
#% 3T siAn & o Agathias, Histories VAT f§#% Agath. » Ji Ki% B R.Keydell, ed.,
Agathias: The Histories, trans. J. D. Frendo (Berlin: de Gruyter, 1975).

6 Touraj Daryaee, Sasanian Persia: The Rise and Fall of an Empire (New York:
I.B. Tauris, 2009), 30-31; Dignas and Winter, Rome and Persia in Late
Antiquity, 107, Warren Treadgold, The FEarly Byzantine Historians
(Basingstoke; New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007), 194.

7 fih A5 v4 2 3w B (Republic of Georgia) % 2R o

8 Geoffrey Greatrex, and Samuel N. C. Lieu, eds., The Roman Eastern Frontier
and the Persian Wars: A Narrative Sourcebook Part 2: A.D. 363-628 (London:
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Routledge, 2002), 115; Peter Sarris, Empires of Faith: The Fall of Rome to the
Rise of Islam, 500-700 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), 153-154. &
+ TR eE K A Justinian’s Novels / Novellae Constitutiones, 28(F7F
B2 E) 31474 EE)) » BR AR & The Novels of Justinian: A Complete Annotated
English Translation, trans. D. Miller and P. Sarris (Cambridge; New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2018).

9 3o i R AL AR LI R A L e R 6 B S (#9  TT 250 A
% 800 4F) o #30pb— Mg 18 FX 09534 o T 44 Hervé Inglebert, “Birth
of'a New Short Late Antiquity,” in Late Antiquity in Contemporary Debate, ed.
Rita Lizzi Testa (Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2017),
218-221.

10 Prok. Wars 1.2.15. &4 i B b i iy d M wg sE g 45 & 8 B Louis
Dillemann, Haute Mésopotamie orientale et pays adjacents: contribution a la
géographie historique de la région, du Ve s. avant l'ére chrétienneau Ve s. de
cette ére (Paris: P. Geuthner, 1962), 26-28.

11 Prok. Wars 1.10.17.

12 5k W% BEOE A BT A S B £ B 6932 40 & SH(Erzurum) - & T 694

B % R, John Malalas, Chronicle, 17.9. b 32 324 F % Mal. » JRAIE |
H. Thurn, ed., loannis Malalae chronographia (Berlin; New York: de Gruyter,
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2000). Translated by E. Jeffreys, M. Jeffreys, and R. Scott, The Chronicle of
John Malalas (Melbourne: Australian Association for Byzantine Studies,
1986).

13 Khodadad Rezakhani, ReOrienting the Sasanians: East Iran in Late Antiquity
(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2017), 16.

14 Mohammed Chaichian, Empires and Walls: Globalization, Migration, and
Colonial Domination (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2013), 53-89; Eberhard Sauer et
al., Persia's Imperial Power in Late Antiquity: The Great Wall of Gorgan and
Frontier Landscapes of Sasanian Iran (Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2013); Eberhard
Sauer et al., Ancient Arms Race: Antiquity's Largest Fortresses and Sasanian
Military Networks of Northern Iran: A Joint Fieldwork Project by the Iranian
Center for Archaeological Research, the Research Institute of Cultural
Heritage and Tourism and the University of Edinburgh (Oxford: Oxbow Books,
2022); Nicholas Sims-Williams, “The Sasanians in the East,” in The Sasanian
Era, ed. Vesta S. Curtis and Sarah Steward (London: 1.B. Tauris, 2008), 88-102.

15 James Howard-Johnston, “The Sasanians’ Strategic Dilemma,” in Commutatio
Et Contentio: Studies in the Late Roman, Sasanian, and Early Islamic Near
East, ed. Henning Bérm and Josef Wiesehofer (Dusseldorf: Wellem Verlag,
2010), 41-67; Eberhard Sauer, “Introduction,” in Sasanian Persia: Between
Rome and the Steppes of Eurasia, ed. Eberhard Sauer (Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press, 2017), 2.
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16 Warwick Ball, “The Sasanian Empire and the East: A Summary of the Evidence and
its Implications for Rome,” in Sasanian Persia: Between Rome and the Steppes of
Eurasia, ed. Eberhard Sauer (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2017), 173;
Howard-Johnston, “The Sasanians’ Strategic Dilemma,” 41-43.

17 Ammianus Marcellinus, Res Gestae, 14.3.1, 16.9.1. 3t ¥ 24 F i # Amm.
Marc. » JR &A% B 1. C. Rolfe, ed. and trans., Ammianus Marcellinus, 3 vols
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1926-1934).

18 Howard-Johnston, “The Sasanians’ Strategic Dilemma,” 63.

19 Touraj Daryaee, “Sasanian Kingship, Empire and Glory: Aspects of Iranian
Imperium,” in Ranj -o- Ganj (Papers in Honour of Professor Zohreh
Zarshenas), ed. F. Goshtasb, V. Naddaf, and M. Shokri-Foumeshi (Tehran:
Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies, 2013), 17; Rezakhani,
ReOrienting the Sasanians, 97, 197; Khodadad Rezakhani, “From the Kushans
to the Western Turks,” in King of the Seven Climes: A History of the Ancient
Iranian World (3000 BCE- 651 CE), ed. Touraj Daryaee (Irvine: UCI Jordan
Center for Persian Studies, 2017), 204.

20 Dignas and Winter, Rome and Persia in Late Antiquity, 2.
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21 Dignas and Winter, Rome and Persia in Late Antiquity, 57-60, 32 ¥ 3% 5 R,
Amm. Marc. 17.5.3-8, 25.4.24; Herodian, History of the Empire, 6.2.4, 6.4.5.
1% F A% B K. Stavenhagen, ed., Herodiani ab excessu divi Marci libri octo
(Leipzig: Teubner, 1922). Translated by C. R. Whittaker, Herodian: History of
the Empire, 2 vols (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1969-1970).

22 3 7 3% 9 6 SR B4 B AR AT S 5 BE IMBUHE B AR TSR - A SR AR SO A
M EUHE ~ AFERY L AR AR LT RS AT IBAS A A PT R IF] - IR AP R
# 509§, 18 - Richard Payne, “Avoiding Ethnicity: Uses of the Ancient Past in
Late Sasanian Northern Mesopotamia,” in Visions of Community in the Post-
Roman World: The West, Byzantium and the Islamic World, 300-1100, ed.
Walter Pohl, Clemens Gantner, and Richard Payne (Farnham, Surrey: Ashgate,
2012), 205-221; Richard Payne, “Iranian Cosmopolitanism: World Religions at
the Sasanian Court,” in Cosmopolitanism and Empire: Universal Rulers, Local
Elites, and Cultural Integration in the Ancient Near East and Mediterranean,
ed. Myles Lavan, Richard Payne, and John Weisweiler (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2016), 216-219.

23 Prok. Wars 2.5.1.
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24 ¥ Bl £ A2 09 #FF 52 % R S Pierfrancesco Callieri, “Seals and Sealings,” in
Encyclopceedia Iranica, online edition (New York: Columbia University Center
for Iranian Studies, 2008), https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/seals-and-

sealings-in-the-eastern-iranian-lands, accessed June 15, 2021; Rika Gyselen,
The Four Generals of the Sasanian Empire: Some Sigillographic Evidence
(Rome: Istituto italiano per 1'Africa e 1'Oriente, 2001); Rika Gyselen, “La
désignation territoriale des quatre spahbed de 1’empire sassanide d’aprés les
sources primaires sigillographiques,” Studia Iranica 30 (2001): 137-141.

25 Touraj Daryaee, “The Use of Religio-Political Propaganda on the Coinage of
Xusro II,” American Journal of Numismatics 9 (1997): 41-53; M. Rahim
Shayegan, “Sasanian Political Ideology,” in The Oxford Handbook of Ancient
Iran, ed. Daniel Potts (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), 805-813.

26 Michael Whitby, “Siege Warfare and Counter-Siege Tactics in Late Antiquity
(ca. 250-640),” in War and Warfare in Late Antiquity: Current Perspectives,
ed. Alexander Sarantis and Neil Christie (Leiden: Brill, 2013), 433.

27 Matthew Canepa, The Two Eyes of the Earth: Art and Ritual of Kingship
between Rome and Sasanian Persia (Berkeley; London: University of
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Roger Blockley, “The Development of Greek Historiography: Priscus,
Malchus, Candidus,” in Greek and Roman Historiography in Late Antiquity:
Fourth to Sixth Century A.D., ed. Gabriele Marasco (Leiden: Brill, 2003), 290.
B2 A BAT BT F A EAE Sy A E 24 o G455
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¥+ #5485 » Chron. Ede. 105; Joh. Lyd. De Mag. 3.54. 3T % RiEH L
Guidi, ed. and trans., Chronicon Edessenum, in Chronica Minora, vol. 1 (Paris:
E Typographeo Reipublicae, 1903), 1-13. £ ¥ g A% f A. Bandy, ed. and
trans., On Powers, or, The Magistracies of the Roman State (Philadelphia, PA:
American Philosophical Society, 1983). sxt4e FEERE 4155 Bo0 5 MW
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30 (AL ) FAEFR 6533 A Walter B. Henning, “An Astronomical Chapter
of the Bundahishn,” The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain
and Ireland 3 (1942): 229, vA B 830t b 34t 52, 4%(Shaul Shaked)PrfE » $F74t
ZRILFEANT] S35 o The Bundahisn: The Zoroastrian Book of Creation,
ed. and trans. Domenico Agostini and Samuel Thrope (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2020), xix-xxi. (% £ Fa93FH]) 0 TARARZ F4 0] A
Mary Boyce, “Middle Persian Literature,” in [ranian Studies: Volume 1
Literature, ed. Ilya Gershevitch et al. (Leiden; Cologne: Brill, 1968), 54.
Greatrex and Lieu, Roman Eastern Frontier, 115-122.

Euagrios Scholastikos, Ecclesiastical History, 4.28(3% 1 j%); Prok. Wars
2.20.1-16(E f T B AN HT) » 2.20.18(AR #448%4) » 2.26.5-2.27.46(33d jf) -
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J. Bidez and L. Parmentier, ed., The Ecclesiastical History of Evagrius with the
Scholia (London: Methuen, 1898). Translated with and introduction by M.
Whitby, The Ecclesiastical History of Evagrius Scholasticus (Liverpool:
Liverpool University Press, 2000).
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35 Chron. Ede. 105; Prok. Wars 2.5.1.

36 Prok. Wars 2.13.29.
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39 38 B 3T #k 04 & % /, Greatrex and Lieu, The Roman Eastern Frontier, 104-108.

40 Dinavari, Kitab al-Akhbar al-Tiwal, 70; FerdowsT, Sah-nama, 7.259-260; Prok.
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The Romano-Persian War of 540 and the
First Years of Kosrow I’s Rule

Shih-cong Fan chiang

Assistant Professor, Department of History, National Chung Hsing University

In the spring of 540 CE, Kosrow I (r. 531-579), the Shahanshah of the
Sasanian Empire, invaded the Roman Empire, sacking important cities,
including Antioch. This war was not only Kosrow Is first external war, but
the only military victory that the Great King commemorated on multiple
occasions. This article explores the motivations behind Persia’s decision to
break the "Eternal Peace" treaty of 532 CE and invade the regime of
Justinian I (r. 527-565). It examines both the internal and external
circumstances that pushed the Sasanian Empire into war, as well as the
Persian ruling class’s perception of their ancestors.

Sixth-century historians such as Prokopios and John Malalas suggested that
members of Persia’s ruling class managed to overthrow Kosrow I’s rule. In
addition, from the end of the fifth century onwards, Persian rulers were
compelled to pay tribute to the Hephthalites after a series of defeats. These
military disasters exacerbated an ideological crisis. As demonstrated by his
patronage of the temple of Adur Gusnasp, one of the most sacred fires of
Zoroastrianism, Kosrow I, like other members of Persia’s ruling class,
identified himself with the Kayanids, the legendary rulers of Iran. While
the Kayanids defeated Turan, their archenemy in the east, the Sasanids lost
control of their eastern provinces. Such a significant gap between ideal and
reality shattered the ideological foundation of the Sasanian kingship.



% 7T 540 Sk I E R BB &R 187

The third part of this paper discusses Kosrow I’s decision to attack Rome
in this context. The possession of xwarrah, a symbol of royal glory and
fortune, by not only the Kayanids, but also Iran’s other legitimate rulers,
proved to be a vital step in the consolidation of the rule of the Sasanids’
kingship. In the early sixth century, xwarrah could be gained through
military victories over anéran (non-Iranians). Therefore, an invasion of
Rome—a foreign regime—might have been Kosrow I’s attempt to bolster
his xwarrah and reinforce his rule, which was under threat from internal
and external forces. Meanwhile, since Persia’s ruling class connected
themselves to the Kayanids, Kosrow I’s successful claim to be their true
successor would have been an effective way for him to strengthen his
authority. The Roman War in 540 CE can thus be seen as a strategic move
to obtain xwarrah, consolidate the connection between himself and
Kayanids, and maintain the legitimacy of his rule.
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