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“Wisdom,” in The Encyclopedia of Religion, vol. 15, ed. Mircea Eliade (New
York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1987) o 5% % » H M& & "4 4
#24% » %% Wolfgang Helck, “Maat,” in Lexikon der Agyptologie, Band III
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448 A Comprehensive Etymological Dictionary of the Hebrew Language, ed.
Emest Klein (Carta, Jerusalem: The University of Haifa, 1987),% Bl hkm X
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James Wood ¥ 5145 Rk ey TadiEH , —F > HRADBAF RS
8k o R} Wisdom Literature: An Introduction (Duckworth, 1967), pp. 55,
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SHellmut Brunner, Alfigyptische ‘Erziehung (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz,
1957), pp. 10-38; 7 LT T s &, —HATREH o

74 B 2 Samuel 16, pp. 15-23, in Bruce M. Metzger and Roland E. Murphy, ed.
The New Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocrypha (VAT 4% NRSV) (NY:
Oxford University Press, 1991).

84 B “Ahiqar,” in The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, vol. 2, ed. James H.
Charlesworth (Garden City: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1985), pp. 479-
493 : % 4 77 sk A“The Words of Ahiqgar,” in Ancient Near Eastern Texts
Relating to the Old Testament, 3rd edition with supplement, ed. James B.

~Pritchard (VA F f§j#% ANET) (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1969), p.
427,51 5 845 ©

9John H. Hayes, An Introduction to Old Testament Study (Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 1979), pp. 324-337.
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2R304 to 36 K 3499 A% > T 4 M Isidore Epstein, Judaism (Harmondsworth:
Penguin Books Ltd., 1959), pp. 111-120; Jacob Neusner, 4 Short History of
Judaism (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992), pp. 119-122; Ephraim E. Urbach, The
Sages: Their Concepts and Beliets, tr. Israel Abrahams (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1987), pp. 1-3.

13Hellmut Brunner, Altigyptische Erziehung, pp. 38-55.

44 M8k £ AW 3 F 4% > % B Samuel Noah Kramer, The Sumerians: Their
History, Culture, and Character (Chicago & London: The University of Chicago
Press, 1963), pp. 229-248.

154 B James L. Crenshaw, “Education in Ancient Israel,” Journal of Biblical
Literature 104 (1985) , pp. 607-12.
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174 B Gerhard von Rad, Wisdom in Israel (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1972),

" pp. 15-23.
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194128 Apocrypha $ Pseudepigrapha #% £ A % > 7 % K Leonard Rost,
Judaism Outside the Hebrew Canon: An Introduction to the Documents, tr.
David E. Green (Nashville: Abingdon, 1976); George W. E. Nickelsburg,
Jewish Literature Between the Bible and the Mishnah (Philadelphia: Fortress
Press, 1981) o # B Mishnah & X &% » 4 M Jacob Neusner, The Mishnah:
A New Translation (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1988).

2023 9 j32 John H. Hayes 23k 17 77 %) Gerhard von Rad =43 By & Jk & 494K
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Row, Publishers, 1965), “The Writings,” “Apocrypha,” “Pseudepigrahpa” =
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2 i‘a‘z‘é\% B2 Xy 4 > T 4% B James L. Crenshaw, “Wisdom in the Old
Testament,” in The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible, Supplementary Volume,
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22y ¥ w4542 35 1. Hayes, An Introduction to Old Testament Study, pp. 337-
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23Bernard W. Anderson, Understanding the Old Testament (England Cliffs:
Prentice- Hall, Inc., 1966), pp- 489-496.
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24G. von Rad, Wisdom in Israel, pp. 3-14; Otto Eissfeldt, The Old Testament, pp.
337-339; J. Wood, Wisdom Literature, pp. 55-61.
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pp. 337-330; G. von Rad, Wisdom in Israel, p. 25-29.

267 H. Hayes, Ibid., pp. 340-341.
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# o 4% Brevard S. Childs, Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture
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(Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1979), pp. 547-548; Sabatino Moscati, Ancient
Semitic Civilization (London: Elek Books, 1957), pp. 76-77, 154-155, 176-
178.

28James Wood, Wisdom Literature, p. 37.

ng#ﬁﬁ“Aluqar ” tr,. J. M. Lindenberger, in The Old Testament Pseudeptgmpha
vol. 2, pp. 498-507.

30 % g4 Kurt Rudolf, "Wisdom," in Encyclopedia of Religion, p. 396 ; i %M
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31The instructioi of the Vizer Ptah-hotep,X ¥ ANET, pp. 412-414.

32% W ANET, pp: 414-418.
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#) o 4B R.J. Williams, “Wisdom in the Ancient Near East,” in The
Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible, p. 949; B. S. Childs, Introduction to the
Old Testament as Scripture, p. 548.

35Miriam Lichtheim #7F % 3% B v% 16 X 88 & a4 %7 2 X % 2 3t ) B AL 3wy
Mg LWRARBHELZBRANRE ; 543 Late Egyptian Wisdom
Literature in the International Context: A Study of Demotic Instructions
(Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis 52) (Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1983).
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The Old Testament: An Introduction, pp. 470, 496-499; B. W. Anderson,
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39 5 & BWL, pp. 21-62; ANET, pp. 596-600.

40y BWL, pp. 63-91; ANET, pp. 601-604.

4150 4% ANET, pp. 438-440.

424 g 1. H. Hayes; An Introduction to Old Testament Study, p. 355.
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the Gods (Chicago & London: The University of Chicago Press, 1992), pp.
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Actium: the Historical Evolution of the Hellenistic Age (Berkeley & LA:
University of California Press, 1990) ; % $M 44§47 & T £ B John
Bright, A History of Israel, pp. 414-420; Helmut Koester, Introduction to the
New Testament vol. 1: History, Culture, and Religion of the Hellenistic Age
(Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1982), pp. 1-31.

YT AT RS T 9693 4 B 47 > T % B Menahem Stern, “Palestine
under the Rule of the Hellenistic Kingdoms,” “The Social and Government
Structure of Judea under the Ptolemies and Seleucids,” in 4 History of Jewish.
People, ed. H. H. Ben-Sasson (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1976),
pp: 185-200; Elias J. Bickerman, The Jews in the Greek Age (Cambrldge
Harvard University Press, 1988), pp. 69-129.

49H. Koester, Ibid., pp. 39-42.

S0H. Koester, Ibid., pp. 228-259; Leonhard Rost, Judaism OQutside the Hebrew
Canon, pp. 33-46.
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31l NRSY, pp. AP 86-160.
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The Wisdom of Solomon, pp. 38-40.
S84k, — & PY#7354% B G. von Rad, Wisdom in Israel, pp. 166f.
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of the New Testament,” in Aspects of Wisdom in Judaism and Early
Christianity, ed. Robert L. Wilken (Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame
Press, 1975), esp. pp. 28-33.

604 B Hans Conzelmann, “The Mother of Wisdom,” in The Future of Our
Religious Past, ed. James M. Robinson (New York: Harper & Row, 1971),
esp. pp. 233-243.
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61 W, gy & s 3 1 7T 4 M) Peter Schafer, “The Hellenistic and Maccabaean
Periods,” in Israelite & Judaean History, ed. John H. Hayes and J. Maxwell
(London: SCM Press, 1977), pp. 576-604; Isidore Epstein, Judaism, pp. 95-
110.

62y) EJE ¥ T4 B A. R. C. Leaney and Jacob Neusner, “The Roman Era,” in
Israelite & Judaean History, pp. 605-677; Michael Grant, The Jews in the
Roman World (New York: Charles Scribner's sons, 1973), pp. 171-260;
Isidore Epstein, Judaism, pp. 111-120.
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Between Time and Eternity (Belment: Wadsworth Publishing Co., 1975) ; %
41 %) Hyam Maccoby, Early Rabbinic Writings, pp. 33-34.

IR, Travers Herford, “Pirke Aboth: Its Purpose and Significance,” in Occident
and Orient, Being Studies in Semitic Philology and Literature, Jewish History
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Gaster's 80th Birthday (Gaster Anniversary Volume, 1936), pp. 244-252.
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Wisdom and Wisdom Tradition in Judaism:
A Perspective of History of Religious Ideas

Yen-zen Tsai

Institute of History, National Cheng-chi University

The article is a critical introduction to the origins, developments,
formation, and characteristics of the wisdom tradition in Judaism.
“Wisdom” as a world view that guides people’s practical life was rather
popular in the world of ancient Near East. The Hebrews shared this
concept, and, based upon it, they developed a unique wisdom tradition
thanks to their unusual historical experiences and religious beliefs. The
article thus begins the discussion of this subject from its inceptive stage,
traces its various manifestations in the Second Temple Period, and ends
with the rise of Rabbinic Judaism. Important themes emphasized in this
process of wisdom formation include the Jews’ historical encounters,
nationalist sentiment, identification with the holy land, interpretation of
the Torah, faith in Yahweh, and last but by no means the least, the
prominent role of the wise or the sages.

This article makes an extensive use of Jewish wisdom literature. For
comparative purposes, it also draws on literary works of parallel nature
produced by different cultural traditions and in different historical stages.

Its major aim is to illustrate the mutual interactions between the Jewish
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wisdom tradition and the context in which it was shaped, as well as to

highlight the importance of “wisdom” in the history of réligious ideas.

Key Words: History of Religions, Near East, Judaism, Wisdom



