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A New Exploration of the Decline of the
Fayan Lineage and its Significance
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The decline of the Fayan lineage in the Northern Song dynasty presents a
challenging question in the study of Chan history. While scholars have long
observed this phenomenon, there is no consensus on the exact timing of its
decline, nor is there a clear understanding of the causes. This paper,
utilizing the tools of Geographic Information Systems (GIS), attempts to
trace the changes in the spatial distribution of the Fayan lineage from its
entry into the Song Dynasty. Additionally, it explores the potential
competition between the Fayan lineage and other Chan lineages through
the lens of Buddhistical geography. This paper argues that the decline of
the Fayan lineage occurred in the middle of the eleventh century. The
primary factor was the expansion of forces led by the Yunmen lineage,
backed by local bureaucrats who held the power to appoint abbots to public
monasteries. These forces invaded the southeastern region, the main
stronghold of the Fayan lineage, and took control of many of its long-
established monasteries. With the loss of its territory and the lack of
compensation, the Fayan lineage dramatically declined in the second half
of the eleventh century, eventually disappearing by the twelfth century. The
article concluded by emphasizing that the decline of the Fayan lineage not
only contributed to a reorganization of Chan landscape, but also had a
deeper significance for Song Dynasty Chan Buddhism.
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