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On the Idea of ‘Oneness’
in the Warring-states Period

Li Hsiin-hsiang

The idea of ‘oneness’ was a wide-spread and pivotal idea
during the late Warring-states period. It was a key idea in
understanding the collective mind of that time.

The aim of this article is to explicate how the scholars
discovered and comprehended the idea of ‘oneness’ through
their practice in that chaotic age, and how the development of
‘oneness’paralleled with the contemporary changes of political
and religious consciousness. It is argued that through the
tracking back of such a collective mind, we could understand
more of the mechanics beneath the rise of the Chinese ab-

solutist empire.



