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On the Marriage of Sung Shih-ta-fu
| Families: the Lu Clan of Honan

Wong Cheung-wai

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The marriage of Sung shih-ta-fu families has become a hot
issue these years. However, it is often oversimplified by some
western scholars who tend to consider marriage as primarily a
political arrangement and the most significant path to quick
success. In this article the marriage of the Lu clan of Honan
will be closely examined.

This study shows that the Lu clan, like other Sung presti-
gious families, was utilizing its marital relations on a mutual
beneficial basis to sustain its power and prosperity. Compared
with the civil service examination, however, marriage might
not necessarily bring prosperity, nor was it a reliable way to
safe-guard prosperity. Therefore, the reward of marriage
should not be overemphasized. Notwithstanding, since its
ascendancy, the Lu clan’s arranged marital relations proved
effective in maintaining its prosperity.

Was the Lu clan a typical or unique case? What about
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other renowned families? The author suggests that only after
in-depth studies of each renowned family are made, can we
gather a comprehensive picture of the shik-fa-fu families as

well as the social structure of the Sung dynasty.



