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The Record of an Inshore Journey:
Roaming between
Oneself and the Aliens

Chuang Ya-chung

Before late Ming, the Chinese records on Taiwan were
scarce, often legendary and mythical. Only until Wang Ta-
yuan’s Tao-i chih-lueh of Yuan and Ch’en-Ti’s Tung-fan chi of
late Ming appeared were there more detailed and accurate
records.

Like Conrad and anthropologist Malinowski’s travel
accounts on such “savage lands” as Africa, Yu Yung-ho’s P’
i-hai chi-yuw was an excursion of the mind, manifesting the
author’s feelings, desires, anxieties, and value judgments.

Contrary to th popular view that the aborigines of Ta-
iwan were non-human, Yu Yung-ho held a humanitarian atti-
tude. Yet, in understanding the aborigines, he still could not
get rid of the dichotomy of “either civilized or savage.” From
this begot his idea of sinicizing the aborigines.



