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Chengdu or Chongqging?
Reconsidering the Integration of the Sichuan Grain
Market in the 18th Century

Mei-e Hsieh

Associate Professor, Department of History, National Cheng Kung University

Recent scholarship on grain prices during the Qing dynasty has
advanced along two lines: a marked increase in regional case studies
and a growing interest in market integration. Among these regional
case studies, several provineemicluding Sichuar-are ofen
analyzed not as complete provincial units but as partial prefectures
incorporated into larger regional frameworks. Studies of Sichuan’s
market integration have concentrated above all on its links with other
provinces, and secondarily on the argument litn internal transport
costs facilitated integration within the province. On the question of
internal integration, scholars have generally posited a high level of
interconnectivity across the region, proposing that by the 18th
century, a hierarchical mieet network had taken shape, with Chengdu
as its sole core and highdstvel central place. Now that complete
grain price data is availabteand given G. William Skinner’s earlier
work on the hierarchical distribution of central places in Sichu#n

is appopriate to reexamine earlier arguments by treating Sichuan as a
unified provincial unit. Drawing on Sichuan rice price data from the
“Qing Dynasty Grain Price Database,” this study undertakes an
empirical reexamination. Its findings suggest that lstgndng



claims about the core of Sichuan’s grain market network warrant
considerable caution

Keywords: Sichuan, rice pricesmarket integration
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