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The Study of Ming-Ch’ing Market Towns in the
Lower Yangtze Delta : A Review

I-chun Fan

Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

The study of Ming-Ch’ing market towns in the Lower Yangtze Delta
has been one of the main trends among Ming-Ch’ing historians since the
early 1980’s. By surveying the current studies of the market towns, five
major approaches are sorted out and examined, and their merits and

disadvantages assessed.

Key Words: market town, town, urbanization



