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I Adam Ferguson, The Correspondence of Adam Ferguson, ed. Vincenzo
Merolle, vol. 2 (Brookfield, VT: William Pickering, 1995), 284.
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2 Adam Ferguson, The Correspondence of Adam Ferguson, ed. Vincenzo
Merolle, vol. 1 (Brookfield, VT: William Pickering, 1995), 141.
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3 J. G. A. Pocock, Virtue, Commerce, and History: Essays on Political Thought
and History, Chiefly in the Eighteenth Century (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1985), 42; Pocock, The Machiavellian Moment: Florentine
Political Thought and the Atlantic Republican Tradition (Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 1975), 469.
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4]. G. A. Pocock, Barbarism and Religion, vol. 2, Narratives of Civil
Government (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), 330-365.

5 Cary Nederman, “Civic Humanism,” in The Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy, ed. Edward N. Zalta and Uri Nodelman, Spring 2024 ed.,
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2024/entries/humanism-civic/, accessed
November 23, 2025.
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6 Lisa Hill, The Passionate Society: The Social, Political and Moral Thought of
Adam Ferguson (Dordrecht: Springer, 2006); Craig Smith, Adam Ferguson and
the Idea of Civil Society: Moral Science in the Scottish Enlightenment
(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2019) °

7 Eugene Heath and Vincenzo Merolle, eds., Adam Ferguson: History, Progress
and Human Nature (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2008); Iain McDaniel, Adam
Ferguson in the Scottish Enlightenment: The Roman Past and Europe’s Future
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2013).
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8 Max Skjonsberg, “Adam Ferguson on Partisanship, Party Conflict, and Popular
Participation,” Modern Intellectual History 16:1 (2019): 1-28.

9 J. G. A. Pocock, The Machiavellian Moment, 384—479; Istvan Hont, Jealousy
of Trade: International Competition and the Nation-State in Historical
Perspective (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2005), 1-44, 271-316.
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11 Adam Ferguson, The History of the Progress and Termination of the Roman
Republic: Complete in One Volume (London: Jones & Company, 1834).
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12 David Hume, The History of England from the Invasion of Julius Caesar to the
Revolution in 1688, foreword by William B. Todd, 6 vols. (Indianapolis:
Liberty Fund, 1983).
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13 Laurence Echard, The Roman History, from the Building of the City to the
Perfect Settlement of the Empire by Augustus Caesar: Containing the Space of
727 Years (London, 1696).

14 Oliver Goldsmith, The Roman History, from the Foundation of the City of
Rome, to the Destruction of the Western Empire, 2 vols. (London: S. Baker and
G. Leigh; T. Davies; and L. Davis, 1769).

15 Edward Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, ed.
J.B. Bury, with an introduction by W.E.H. Lecky, vol. 1 (New York: Fred de
Fau and Co., 1906), 1.
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16 Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1, 2.
17 Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1, 2.
18 Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1, 77.
19 Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1, 78.
20 Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1, 82.
21 Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1, 82.
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22 Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1, 82.
23 Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1, 86.
24 Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1, 22.
25 Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1, 23.
26 Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1, xxxii.
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27 Edward Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, ed.
J.B. Bury with an Introduction by W.E.H. Lecky (New York: Fred de Fau and
Co., 1906), vol. 10, 313.

28 Ferguson, The History of the Progress and Termination of the Roman Republic, 305.

29 Ferguson, The History of the Progress and Termination of the Roman Republic, 306.

30 Ferguson, The History of the Progress and Termination of the Roman Republic, 439.
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This study reconsiders Adam Ferguson’s The History of the Progress and
Termination of the Roman Republic (1783) within the broader landscape of
eighteenth-century Roman historiography, especially in its dialogue with
Edward Gibbon’s The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
(1776-1788). Ferguson’s narrative reveals a tension between the neo-
Machiavellian language of civic conflict and virtue and polite culture’s
ideal of order and harmony. From this tension, he developed a form of
historical writing that sought to reconcile moral reflection with political
analysis. Through his treatment of sources, character, and institutions,
Ferguson explained the logic of Rome’s republican decline while
addressing the contemporary debates on republicanism and empire. The
article repositions Ferguson within eighteenth-century historiography and
highlights his distinctive contribution to the moral uses of history.

Keywords: Roman Republic, Edward Gibbon, Eighteenth-century
Historiography, Adam Ferguson



