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2Henry S. Commager, The American Mind: An Interpretation of American
Thought and Character Since the 1880s (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1950).

3Richard Hofstadter, The American Political Tradition and the Men Who Made
It (New York: Vintage Books, 1948).
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SE. P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class (New York:
Pantheon Books, 1963), p. 9.

SThompson, The Making of the English Working Class, p. 10.

TThompson, The Making of the English Working Class, pp. 240-241.
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9David Brody, "The New Labor History," in Eileen Boris and Nelson
Lichtenstein eds., Major Problems in the History of American Workers
(Lexington and Toronto: D. C. Heath, 1991), pp. 2-4. '

10erbert G. Gutman, Work, Culture and Society in Industrializing America
(New York: Vintage Books, 1977), pp- 10-11.
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128ean Wilentz, Chants Democratic: New York City and the Rise of the
American Working Class, 1788-1850 (New York: Oxford University Press,
1984), pp. 91-102.



166 , - HRBESEEN

FE I B P B A AR T B - B TR R 1
129 T ARSI B T S SEHR » HIEBEE Tsympathy strike) * [F]
R T ERER VISR TN T ORI - L TaRER
B CL IS TR BRI AE AR T HETENTOFEgE
WM T LRSS - AR TEEEOEEE MRS - 5N
NS — R SR - FEAC R TER TOH SRR
B - SEBETHENTEESS TIENTE  MALERTHE
FESEATI] - R EFISR A RO T R SR BT A
B - BEAREERS  EETAWCEBAEEN - BE
TP e o BT AT RR E Bk -

T AT TER T A LR E S — > FibE Rt
T ob 8 52 R B R SRS - F-F LR S HEEARDARTAELE - 56
TAET ALt TR T AR 7 LB R IR - TASET
ERSREE R 2 HE BRI RE R  SE R EE B B RR
R 9 5 HUER R s TN AEIE SO FRE © FEARITIEUAE (Roy Rosenzweig)
T A T8 LRI ESHE PS5 (E RIS T ¥ R - A5 -
28 (- BRI O TATEM TR A AOER 1 - 7]
SR T AR R EESEET 0 TRIERAFIETA
R © B TS A T HERE » TR saloon) ERESETT 4 T - WEHERRS
TR T — R BB RS T - TATEEE AT LUEITIEE - 1
W BETAESEETLUNY B CERNSS - BREEETA
TEAETHET HRAEENAE - TAKNTCREECHEEE -

13David Montgomery, Workers' Control in America: Studies in the History of
Work, Technology, and Labor Struggles (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1979), pp- 9-31.
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19Lmda Gordon, Woman's Body, Woman's Right: A Social History of Birth
Control in America New York: Grossman Publishers, 1976), pp. 103-107.

20Barbara Welter, "The Cult of True Womanhood, 1820-1860," in Barbara
Welter, Dimity Convictions: The American Woman in the Nineteenth Century
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2INancy F. Cott, "Passionlessness: An Interpretation of Victorian Sexual
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Heritage of Her Own: Toward a New Social History of American Women
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The Rise of American Social History and Its Trends

Xinyang Wang

Department of History, Washington State University

Social hjstbry represents a new historical school which came into
existence in the United States durihg the 1960s. Social historians focus
their attention on fhe most common peoplé in Ameﬁca—fworkers,
immigrants, blacks, and women——and their activities. This ‘new
approach to history, i. e. “viewihg history from the bottom up,” has not
only enabled scholars to unpdvér many unknown events, but also brought
to question many established interpretations of American history.
Consider, for example, the Temperance Movement of the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. This movement had been viewed by traditional
historians as an attack led by the Protestants on the Catholic immigrants.
Now using class and gender as analytical methods, social historians
discovered that the Temperance Movement had two more dimensions:
class conflict and women’s liberation. Employers advocated temperance
 for fear that it would affect production when workers were drunk. At the
same time, women also supported temperance because it was a common
practice in 19th-century America for drunk husbands to beat their wives.

An immediate reason for the rise of the new social history was the

Civil-Rights Movement and Women’s Liberation Movement of 1960s.
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Decades of discrimination against these people had accumulated
tremendous amount of indignation which led to a series of unprecedented
protest movements. These movements had convinced a group of historians
of the pluralistic and conflict-ridden nature of American society. Thus
they were determined to write about the most common people in America.
A most important trend in social history is to focus on the local history of
workers, immigrants, women and various ethnic groups. Such an
approach has made historical writings more and more accurate. But
because of social history’s narrow focus, a general theory about American

society has become more and more difficult to make.

Key Words: American Social History, New Social History, American

History, American Studies



