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B H A g e 2 B g 5 i M R RE - SR G (1891-1962) (F
(AR oAE) EREREIN NRBAAIR T —EERN LA -
By 1920 AT DGR EEN PR AR FESRE
BIVBIERVIR G - SURRY T 2R 2% ) IETE - A—RiE L E R
HEEEE - T FEEESHTY  THEEEREKRTF, - EHEE
KEfER " T FFE RS —/N - 20 TR AR - EtE
ERHVERES LT B AAR T IR R RIS )EE
BRI E R SEI D E SRR T R ATEE - SEETREE - 2
Tyt s rP BB SR TR BT A S-S 2 TEE —itad
A& B M ~ SORABIET > ZW S8R A B RITHEE R 2 B
PR T AR ) - Stk BN ANV A LA E R TIRAE RV

VIR s (ERSAAMS) > (S38) - 21:26( 14> 1924)» B 24 - %%
B AT S kR B I A R (Fr A Eask) SRR P& 1919 SFak
FIE A e ST AL A 58 BT 64 B 38 e A A R AL TR AR R i
BF o (R AR L 1924 FF0g R L HE o

2 BRI A E AR AT ER B BRI A —F
T By o b B e AR A AR OR 69T SRR AR B
O A R R R AR R 3 SR E] a4 S 0 R B AL TR AR
BRI B 2R - (B B o) A fe ERMER ) - MAFRIT £ 4 0 (2
MBS LA R) - 2500 R - M 4y 0 2018) - |/ 237-251 - B AT G
A% AR BIE ST RA BRI 6 B o B ARRMTI 0 (B
STRINE ) o S EOM ARG SR P B 26 1 BLL T % ) (quantity) T
& TME | (quality) B FE IR - ZEHEERSL > sRELED
TAER e B E  E s TSR R A X W E TR EART
% R 4% 6 YEAR R Ao BE X 5 18 BUYE SR 5 O B R AR AT HDAR I R
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R = - 121F 20 HHACwIHH » $H4i35 ~ HWEE 00T T gk | EURI R
BS+oER - ERIEFENEE N SHE&ERIMAERE - e
FERIEA FERBNE T - SELERESCBRMGTHRE - G
NBECILERAME « B4 BT R T AE R HiER ERIB 7K(1895-
1925) » 1 1919 4 5 H 88307 (BELLUKH AEREE 5 ) —30 0 #ik
B (HAKE S E S ) shefmy " n A EERER A 2 & 54ET )
Hesm AR AR AIARAD 2 H A A P B LAY TR 4 - 22 RSB R ER S
B am B R A Y IS S AR RS A B AT
BT OVEER AT i ARANG A BB R8T o 2 R
NI EREE (SR I8H H ETEIVERESUR TR &R H AR &
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EILE - AMBEOMT, < BT EEREERREsS-
1926) © 1922 4F » HARBUAZES RAhH1885-1973) 0557 B - JiiciR g
sRERE > Wt FE AR EREESECRER - $HEERgm
BRANGTE N T EECE RS TEA T RERE g

Jr &, (utilization of habits of thought) 84 E 4 » 3t <& & 838 & 0y A4 Fn 3k
fif o A A B R R AT AE T LR (reality)dy TwfE | (mentalité) ; 13
A A H I A BB 69 88 F 4R % o Alfred W. Crosby, The Measure of
Reality: Quantification and Western Society, 1250-1600 (Cambridge, New
York: Cambridge University Press, 1997), ix-xi.
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PSS ILEmE ) HISCHR » YE IR R AU 8h o — TR fidaE T peBk ) A5
[6] + Vg e H B e D e S A B R SN ST - i AR
B EKE B S RIREERILAE % » DURRIHEI EROIALR - 7
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A HICRE DR G B PR SR LRGSR R - SRSB4

A RAEM o (BRBORID IAR) (R D ZIZEF 5 1999 37 1923
S AT FIARFER) - B 7577 247 « BAAE BB FA LR - FH 2
FRAFEF PR ZAAMMA - RAPER - FX IR E - RAE
(B Ry« BRSieAeiR) (b KBRS B4 TR A 6]
2021) » 3437
BIA R BHEF - FROHARLHARR S THA: &3k (ARED
(1924-1930)) (b7% : bR R ARAE - 2011) 5 g » (AL EE
40 1919-1927) (&b @ F RBF R LHF EHF » 2015) o
LS XU AR AR 00 I B S 08 Oy R R T
o %/, : Martin Bulmer, Kevin Bales, and Kathryn Kish Sklar, eds., The Social
Survey in Historical Perspective, 1880-1940 (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1991). Theodore M. Porter, The Rise of Statistical Thinking,
1820-1900 (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1986).
Theodore M. Porter, Trust in Numbers: The Pursuit of Objectivity in Science
and Public Life (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1995). »A
AR P B 35 % 09336 T 4 A ¢ Yung-chen Chiang, Social Engineering and
the Social Science in China, 1919-1949 (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 2001). Tong Lam, A4 Passion for Facts: Social Survey and the
Construction of the Chinese Nation-State, 1900-1949 (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2011). Arunabh Ghosh, Making it Count: Statistics and
Statecraft in the Early People’s Republic of China (Princeton: Princeton
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SPEE » HEREA LG R P R84 1980 HYAEBR R AR IV Il - - R 5
B (B EHRETNE) —F T RN MAESREREER - EAY
it e > h By 55 2 EER ~ TERERTE B S H 3y e 18000 - i)
AL (AT B B AR A SRR R 4 e
CHIEIZ - SR MREIARIERTAS - TR FENIAEER PGk = St
By AR EJH R BT i - BB SR T RIER Mgt
FIFACEH B S N H R RV » B Ry — S AR o AR RS
ERREIZRAVEE)  *IR L e SR A AL P Ay R B - BT
SRR By TP B ER R R DA o B IR B S AR MR 52

FIA R T B LR R TE RS - ASCERAI RIS b (istory
of knowledgo)HJHUIS » SRR E (FRAE RFZEARES N B BRI R E
BB (LM Bt e m IR i & T MR AR R EOE ~ 11

University Press, 2020). 3% #5% « 9 5 % - (F R R BAL 30 &3R4
SR ) (GBI 1 ARIE K EH B - 2008) o A g s (ARG HEE
Fe P B ey dide - 1897-1937) (A 1 ¥ b HARAL » 2020) o fA{FEE G LIE
5 R & 4 He(Andrea Bréard) ¥ o B $ 52 1 45 5 5 09 5 52 i R o s IR ST
B2 B AL Al BT 0 A & A RHMNE R AR Y
J&i% %% o Andrea Bréard, “Robert Hart and China’s Statistical Revolution,”
Modern Asia Studies 40:3 (July 2006): 605-629. £ 4h % ~ & 25k » {432
AV F B YR SRR Gt B B Gs) 0 (RBRE R B
St FHE2ER) ) » 2010 : 3(_E 4 2010) > B 61-67 > 4% & 74 - Andrea Bréard,
Nine Chapters on Mathematical Modernity: Essays on the Global Historical
Entanglements of the Science of Numbers in China (Switzerland: Springer,
2019).

TEFE (FRAGHET ) A (RBEEE) £345 17 (L
LiEJE - 1991 5 #1933 F 2T EJEMGHER) 0 A 10

8 MM BB A AT R M KRBl R g PR » T 4 R AE - (T
BT AR ¢ AN AR F B el AT e TR o (F kAT R IR
R EHFRATET ) 1200436 » 2023) » & 149-150 -
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~ SLEREE - R SR TR B T - MRt - e
FIEMERRYIZIE AR EER GRS ? A EHE S
ST S B ) 0 {11 RS &1 -4 %7 [F [ (societal dimensions of knowledge)
BT AT S B A& R AR ET (contours of knowledge in people’s lives) — i &5
FEHERELEUE ~ 1 ~ SUEHVEE) » (IS LA ARTAReS B Bl &
HIFBER A (ciroutation) FYRAE § 125 FEEERERIFRAE H RIS AVEES - B
SERIERAT R E A S S LU YE H H T8 (ifeworld and everyday actions) Y {F
FAFO&EES o 9 IR S s T A S G B R B AR P
78 1t 8 B EE i (formed and reformed) » 1% RS0 1 A\ 508, B FoAT T S5
— AN AERE R A E 2R H E A -

15 B HIERELT E AR EI A AR D B A FE - S TRERINET -
WL T R E S RS LR B AV B R ATE) - AT S
R ERE » TR T B LAEREC A S DUR B A SRS T A EE AR Y

9 Jur3lk AT AR R ABRT AL ok S HP AR 48 LA AR 09 283K 0 3RS
SRR R A4 B o9 Bk 0 T 4 AL ¢ Simone Léssig, “The History of
Knowledge and the Expansion of the Historical Research Agenda,” Bulletin of
the German Historical Institute 59 (Fall 2016): 29-58; Helge Jordheim and
David Gary Shaw, “Open Doors: A Turn to Knowledge,” History and Theory
59:4 (December 2020): 3-18.

10 Johan Ostling and David Larsson Heidenblad, “Fulfilling the Promise of History
of Knowledge: Key Approached for the 2020s,” Journal of History of
Knowledge 1:1 (July 2020): 2-3.

11 Johan Ostling and David Larsson Heidenblad, The History of Knowledge (Cambridge,
United Kingdom; New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2024), 16. $5n 3 87
HRA T R R AT » AL TE M ST & A A
TR 5 A AR S BT 6 KB 5 o AR B AR AR BLE B ey
PR AR R AT & AR AR 09 B RIS o Mdeilll — o MR
RS  — @ BRI A ARRER] BRI SR AR B IR AR
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s/ o PASCHERE 1870 FEH HHAREY (FIBRRETECE ) ARF s (E T

AR » 2 B ARIESLE] (BUAZFZE ) (The Statesman's Yearbook) 1874
IR RRIEETA B R AVETHZE Year Book) EEHTSCA -
BSOS T =B TR SR R — = BRI R
8% ~ DA Bt DR ~ BRI NIRRT R BB TE A —
BEELE 1920 FRAMIEHGE MBI ERENFL - Bt
MR EME B T BUGHT SR » RS BB (U B RS
JEHIIERE - WVHERIAAYE - SEE T EoR S SR E EARaETR - KM
= BE R EE g AT IS E BRI R - TG IREh = %
FHIFRHIRIE - B NEH SR RIS E AR R » ML
Hb > REREEERE IR (R St e UaaC oy Hoef -

12 BB F o BEEME » T4 A : William Alonso and Paul Starr, eds., The
Politics of Numbers (New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1987). 2% & »A 1980
FARE B AT R TH I SR R i e B T s R R B
B RA LA B F RSB RIS AR B IR AL SRR E Ty
Gt BOFHBUBHT -

BRRAZ  (BEERFREAEE) bR 0 FEARKE dREE - 2010) -
B 423 o BANE I E ahn B AT A MARAAAT SR 0 R B e (A1
Bkt B %) MR d gy RN - (PEFEARE) -2019: 300w
2019) » | 29-42~ #5785 FEmh o ( (FIBBRG BLR) o iR AL &
&) 0 (#RFFFR) 0 32: 906K > 2015) - H 104-109 = v X4 R4 F
EEREE S S WS R R SEE LD

14 333 5T 4 R, - 249% (Joseph Needham) 3 » B =2 & £ 38 » =83k > (F
Bl 2 A A (w)) (b 6 R 4 0 1985) -

SRR AREAR s GERARR @ Acetkatd) - (F At gl i)
3(BLT - 1983) » A 7377 o mlh  BHiER o (B R FaaR g
PGSR E R A b 0 (1798-1850)) » (F BASH AR > 2(d6 7% >
2010) » & 50-60 - Yuan Weipeng, Richard Macve & Debin Ma, “The
Development of Chinese accounting and bookkeeping before 1850: insights
from the Tong Tai Shéng business account books (1798-1850),” Accounting
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AT AR, - FERY BB A AT Ry — ] 5E BAE RIS E
AYRIERIEZ - 45 &Ry SRS H E E BN - EEHE
A B E (LS - 05 R A S EBUFBUN S s R
BRI > MR TS HEEERRIRRK > thoeBh EAE AR
HE1% - B RLEEEZ BUAUE R B INE - 2 A SIS AE
R —f "THEE, -

— - "ERZEAHER,)  RZBFHEER

TN Sl AR T S Lty S A S LR R 4 - S TR
B B B TE = VR SRR DARTEEAY T S RS R A
ik Ay BT A o JRED o e Erp S R E HAR S - 1
ATV RACRIE - 45555 [H T B E G E s TR SR
AT EARRA ARG RS - HEM PR — e AT RIS A DURAH B
HHVEER o B SRR 19 e hE  BURERFPEIG = ERE
FHIER ARG AR SRR T ThEfERE Al 2 [EIRF R B
HEFERY - SR —TR 1912 AV (BFRR ) Fis > T ek, AYBE
TIEMB R N 2RI T LA R ZFE4R , AUIEEE - 1R S (R
T HPEEASC B S B RV AEAR o T AR R — BB AR IR AR T
FHIERATHERR

Gt e T BT B R By T B B R T SRV (R 7 IE AR
BB EN S04 0 1875 £ 1876 FEAKEE4](Andrew Young John William
Allen, 1836—1907) 155 ~ B[ ERESRAI - TT Rt ELE FH Y (FIERET

and Business Research 47:4 (2017): 401-430. 123 2 BB AL T °
16 R E - (BFRA) - (AR - 506k 1912) > F AWM -
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B B o VIERE i E S R A F RS R 2 g
(BRI ~ PIELE B T ASHVRIENEL - 1881 4 » TR LG E i
(B RRET ) B A S B sk I B R A R SR AP - S PEIE s
BT ERSL > VIR © AR R RO BRI R IR PRE -
R BH SRR S NS ME A HARIERAE » fE (IR
) EANZREERE - B2 T aCERE, - VERR > PEIARE
TEAMESKEC BRI LT » A B Bl E 8 2 B R A E S -
FEE ST A NVEEERY ~ EENAETER L TRE > SfEAS
& T BT S ER R A S i e Rl > fErE T RS RS
T - FE L FEEIRF R E S B E T T B > 1086 FAEARE
& B (William the Conqueror, 1028-1087)FL7E 25 | S A& R MM HYIAZE » M 4Rt
H 5 12 (Domesday Book) » {E LA T —FE LS 2 LA RAVER &
& o ORACER P ANER AR R R R T e
A | (social survey) BJBEEL A L « 217178 P38 AR o » 7 DU ] [A) Y AE

17 b AR A R - F 4 B AT LMARIRIE o — & E LT F IR 1875
o —BAB A Y MAE IR 1875 £F1%] - 1876-1877 M TR E
HIR o A B AT AR AR ] 094 SR - A REE R (B B AR R R
FoREMAR S BRI FI B FEE ARG A AT (B
HEAGTENFL(—AZZ~— AN (R b T R LI
TP 2014) » B 45 o & 2021 SFASST BAR AT - 43 etk R AR 3T 1875
oo BB L HE CCFIBRGT R ) MR By SFRFAN) 0 B 360

18 fE A= > (@B RWBRYIFHE) - A3 -

19 fE A= > (@B RHRYFHE) - B394

20 Martin Bulmer, Kevin Bales, and Kathryn Kish Sklar, “The social survey in
historical perspective,” in The Social Survey in Historical Perspective, 1880-
1940, eds. Martin Bulmer, Kevin Bales, and Kathryn Kish Sklar, 5. A. H.
Halsey, A History of Sociology in Britain: Science, Literature, and Society
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2004), 34.

21 AR et A G A o LG A AR R B G B SRBRRY TR AR 09 — - (first
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TEAE—HE o Ry T HAC T A SR BCEE (William Petty, 1623-1687)1#
B DEFERZFE AL - BUTU s REETRARN T BUAEH ) (political
arithmetic) £ =8 o 55— LA AP HAELERY T 4RETAEE) | (statistical
movement) * 3 FEBE{E BRANHY A I 2208 % 28 &< T Ly R » S 548
oy RIRT 4 e Btk (B > e — " AL | (qualitative change)
AYEGE > EET YRS BRI - = BT AENE
Bt B B Fmeliorism)H YRR T H - 5500 » BB At & A 25
FEE(E - 2B A I EHEE > A M CREFEHE) B
ANEIHEIER A RO i =) o o] DUSEEER - AT QUHEFURinse i
D e b AFIEE - BEARELR I SRR 50 SRR S
WA SRR A3 ~ A ~ A DR B EE A 2 R - 2
NP B Z BT S ([l T i ~ B E FAHEZR -

FHIE B, P ERE R AGR - (FIBRRE T ) B2 sladisng
BFEGe » R PHE—EE R IR AR - B4 sxFIEH
BRI TR Kl PR B E T - HERANTZE 8™ - 15 1830 54K
A TV S E R T B VAR T AR - B - 1835 4 (RIS FE T
A4t & TPEE oy T E i R — SRl SR Ay A 18 > e
BB LGRS » IS > Fr =5 (Chinese Maritime Customs Service) HH i Y B2

hand)% 5~ AT AR & SRS AL B R I @ é do ik IR R o A
FERBER R E M F T AT A RE LRI REF RS TH
B AL A SR TAEF A A TR AR R E - BT G
BTHANE — KR RIAAE TR B T2 TR bR T £ E
% % # Martin Bulmer, Kevin Bales, and Kathryn Kish Sklar, “The social
survey in historical perspective,” 2.

22 ZvgfE & %) £ % 4B A :Martin Bulmer, Kevin Bales and Kathryn Kish Sklar,
“The social survey in historical perspective,” 5. 2 T qualitative change | &
BHRTH-
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st B IEE IRt IR AR B AR SR IE 1859 FEptadRE: -
JESEZ 1949 FE By 1l BAERIEALTT - 2R E N a T AR 4R ZE A
TRy 8 o 1873 4F » 55— {T4EFR IS Sl {2 (Sir Robert Hart, 1835-1911) £y
BERFRIETL T AR | (Statistical Department) » £ [ 22 (Andrea Breard) 3
Ry WREIRRENTT ~ TURE &R - BiE T E oSt R1vimsE £
BASRETEEAE Ry T A SERIE ) (public knowledge) YR ME © *EERG T & > 1
1895 fFEHHAFELF 7 Fif - HPEl & o] REFEE EIHVAE & TAE R BLEl
SR R R E A E R AR ST B bR -

BEZA (FIERRGETECER ) ARG ERVRRMER R R ? B2 —
TEE S AR BB A - HBUERE A RASE S 8L - R
ELRB RSN > RyfolRED [RERGUE RI3% TR E H RS 7 12
HES S —EFRT (BB EEE ) BT 5 o 1874 4F - [FE
TEMEER T RIOVBE T CERAHR) 56 301 #i4 > FIH—R& (AR
&7+ A EE T EARER R ) AYSCE > s oL thE TR EIRIRE ~ 31 ~ 35
EBE A AEBZRE THS - REC Eog - 885E - B - B -
T 4EE - rfns - w08 - B8 - Sk ERE-
EEEFEHE ) FHENWHE - i E 5 > EFEKE 1870 ] 1873 41

23 AR eg st R EM - C(RIBRTBR) 8RR ER)
(#HarR) > 32:9(3b7% » 2015) » B 106 » 8% ~ s> (ARE%
SN R R B AR B - AT HE A% OF
REBEAATHAEMRARALGHERAEL) > B35

24 i R I EAT O F R AR A R AN L B R L A
R E A AT N2 H 44T ? Andrea Bréard, “Robert Hart and China’s
Statistical Revolution,” 605-629. Bil#> 5 Bl ¥& i & 64 th AR R A AL » 7T 5
F R RFR . CHEMYERE © VRS THARSRE HeotaE) > (FHE
AR AR 2021 1 3(3kE 0 2021) > H 169-179 « ARF R - (A FE
RAEETG I ACAR - B HE MR AR EF L) - (PELHFR) -
2023 : 4(3b 7% 5 2023) > B 17-26 ¢
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HY " SEIERTHERE ) 0 JUPL 1872~ T3 By KSR T RLiER SEIE
R E R E ISR AR o (B RS A ERIN PRI
- FF2EEH TAY L, - TR - TR, - TERER skl o
WiEkEaR - &I SOh e S & B RYIERY » EEE R T 0 M
B BIRERR e 7 S - PR BHE R G B E B LRI RE
(FElpRa ) s TIPIE SR - EHF L EEEE WA IR
SEEHENRIMNE R ERE MR GE (PR )
o DL T IREIZE BN AZER S EEISITAREE ) FeEfhs T35
JREZERAT B "7 FELELJE | (Reigning Sovereignand Family) ~ T BURFIFRUL
(Governmentand Revenue) ~ " A [ ~ B 5f1 T 2% | (Population, Trade and Industry)
"W EEFIRUE ) (Money, Weights,and Measures)PU K F 7 » R/ NRIEAY
RUAAIEEE - EtEsR > PEREEEE T E A EIRERMN B CERL
FRE - A BE L HERHTEHEIFE AR TR - 5
AIE 1864-1868 FFAYERAGET o MREER] T IRBIREBIINAZTR], 250
AR R E RSN AZE R EAIE N WEEESETER
SRS - B K EENZIENE)  REGEFEEZE LT
FI - REDBFREAE SEORAE - 2R FEASZERIEITHELL - &

25 REBE > (ARt +EBETEARE) kAR EE4H > (BH
N 0 H (R s ESH A 0 1968) 0 B 14-18 -
26 MG R Z E I B AT IEIT R c AR F NSRRI E P B B AR
2 Ay R ERMNR E AT T B ARE Bt R A LR
CCPIB R R ) LR GHSFRFN) » A3 tmBRE » 2 AREN
SIEBON B3R B KA 5 AFBONER TR 2, B 455
B EPE B A F A B R o F B AR A o
Frederick Martin ed., Statesman’s Yearbook: Statistical and Historical Annual
of the States of the Civilised World (London: Macmillan and Co., 1874), 637-
644.
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Hil Ry (VBB ) B T —ENYA PRIt RECaRH S
ZEELERMERTTF 5 [GEEEEA—E B TSR T ErE E
B 5 o B2 PERVEE LR A BT A RIS
HAERIZR AT - ErTReE (FIBEETEEE ) 12 19 HacigiA S|
HIERA ~ B ENEEATOEE » #m 2T AR A I ER
) EEFHA -

HE L B EEERIEE TR SR A I e
BEEAY - FREESRITR B 0 T AR TECEE | ERE R
PSR TR ) AR ARTB =R - RS P SRR
NEZ4mE 2N E 0 AREEEE » TEE RS E S &
ROV FAZE - Y1877 4 > (FIEpatEEE) Wit (EEAH)
BERITFISC/ M4 o 3%l Seittat (Rl B4dn ) 28R TR
R B (FIERGETEE) T RUBEAER oA, o THE
I BT B | - SEfED BRI - v EE &kl
BEBERAE G SCARRNEL - e Mg - Frhle sk
A (EREEEERE) 0875 (FEEKRR) s FEHF > B
BEEE A T B L ) VREEF E o P AR R

27 AR WA (PIBUR R ) HutR Gy FREAN) B4l

28 7 A (TR FIBRBR) » mAKRER £4 > (BEAR) - F
6 HH(Z b S BRAL - 1968) » H 3888 o

29 4 By o (TmEBERR) o F L M(E#: BoxwEyy 1895, H la-
G2 HEdE > BOTSRH e RS & 1880 SFRRFEMAT I o Ap ik gl
o TR VW AFBME - RAFRE R > AN EREAE G
B R 5% 55 2 M e B o i34 2B T SRR B R B ARAT 09 4 M JE AR M B
A o ek b B o)A R I > R — R W R R MG T
FRVPEBRERERE - THE - a2 (T2 AR P Heigg
H 63-64 ¢
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FEEH > W (EEEEERM) avon -~ (BERRERPEES ) 1902~ G
BEHEE) 103)  (FEELKIRSE) 09395 ARLMmEHE E5HE
FES EBUASHIRE - BT B EMEBUE SR IIRIRE S o R
as-129t R (BB EE) —&F - 54 M EnEY
WP TER IR WEEN - B IhE TR e 0 B
FLAE | - ML T TR H BB 5 s Er IR, - oY DA
SR TIEE - B AREREEL - 5= thERRIRE - 2
[RIEE AR (B ~ (BEEEE) - CRESES) f
MAEE RIS - —EIEEAE H S E LT S A - SRR = e —
Hatem o LR ERR R T BE RisGHNEN ) - RAINE R
B T B A B REREDIEK -

WS (GIERETEEE) - AR AR - SRS T
RIS RSB TE 7 BB REA L - MR SEE RIS
B T EE TR I R R AR o A I E R R AR
BT ERERIER - B EE R IR B A AR R H EEHY
B FEPERR T HRTUEE Y ) (IR EER M (LE&k) ~ (2
R-E) A TRRERA ) o BOE T R ES  — DN L, 2 R

0 R HHAG > CGERRELER) - B 29 MERSG - (FEER
#) o R 2605 kAR o (FEFARE) - A390; MRS (B
BERAM)  AST3 wEHUARAZLS  (WEHEEARE) (&
0 EIEEJE HRAL > 2007) -

3L —BET A, REA CGHRESARE) » KAGEHY H=Es - (R
BAE) » F 1EGER - PEARKSERRAE > 2018) » B 13 0 5 =%
TR REAE . C(RHER) PR RE)  (BRFAE
TR L MOGEEY R (CREAEAE) CF1%E. T 82
171 F =g TR 2 RBA > GREARR) ~ (BEERL: ®FEE
BART) » NFEH  H-FsH (REE2E) F 1% A 13143

32 (A ERGT R E LA - (BBEAIR) - 458( ik - 1877) - B
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AR ZECH T AR - 13t~ 28 B - $RE% - B - A
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The Beginning of Numerical Politics in Late

Imperial China: Starting with the Translation of
The Essential Statistics of Nations

Cheng-hua Han
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Numbers are fundamental tools for describing and defining both the self

and the external world. However, their public nature often creates political
contestation. This paper focuses on The Essential Statistics of Nations (%]

%] 5% 21 EX 32 ), a yearbook translated from the 1874 edition of The
Statesman’s Yearbook of Britain. It explores how the publication of this
text triggered three interrelated social phenomena: anxiety over the lack of
numerical data, the emergence of new numerical-based forms of
expression, and the perception of numbers as equivalent to observable
facts. These changes foreshadowed the 1920s, when statistical data and
social facts became highly valued. This article provides insight into the
origins of numerical politics in late Qing China, allowing a diachronic
exploration of how numbers shaped China’s modern transformation.
Adopting insights from the scholarly literature on the history of knowledge,
this article attempts to combine two dimensions—social circulation and
everyday practices—to illustrate how data processed through statistical
methods gradually became regarded as reliable and fact-oriented forms of
knowledge. Statistical methods became a crucial resource for addressing
China's contemporary challenges. These imported statistics made the Qing
government aware of its lagging position in the process of civilizational
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development. This historical experience highlights how China's lack of
statistical techniques and quantitative data placed China in a formalistic
quandary as it attempted to catch up with the rest of the world through
numerical production. Furthermore, this experience demonstrates how the
state increasingly relied on numbers to concretely understand the
challenges and “facts” brought about by numerous political setbacks.

Keywords: numbers, statistics, The Essential Statistics of Nations, the

history of knowledge



