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The Chin-ch’ien-hui and the Pai-pu-hui:
A Case Study of Local Politics in the Ch’ing Period

Cheng-yun Liu

Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

In July 2, 1861 several thousand members of the Chin-ch’ien-hui (&
23@ Golden coin society), a secret society organized by eight local bullies,
stormed into the house of Chen An-lan, a head of the local militia at Jui-an
county, Chekiang, and then raged through over thirty neighboring houses.
This episode led to a six month-long confrontation between the Chin-
ch’ien-hui and a militia of local elite known as the Pai-pu-hui (&145€ White
cloth society) led by Sun Ch’iang-ming (3£§815), who was on leave from his
post as Provincial Education Commissioner of Kwanghsi (Kuang-hsi hsiieh-
cheng EE7GEEER).

Through an examination of this event, this author argues that (1)
although the local elite did often play dominant roles in local public
affairs, its legitimacy was derived from the local authorities; and (2) secret
societies like Chin-ch’ien-hui may have also played important roles in
local politics as armed forces assembled by the underdogs of a power
struggle. This articie thus attempts to demonstrate that we must consider
the subtle roles played by secret societies in local political struggles

among elites in the Ch’ing period. This dimension of local politics is
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missing from the conventional perspective, which places secret societies

outside local elite and official politics.

Key Words: secret society, local politics, local elites, Ch’ing dynasty



