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The Conflicts Between the Imperial Household and the
Board of Revenue Over the Benefits of the State
‘Revenue Income During the K’ang-hsi Reign: A Case of
Chao Shen-ch’iao

Lida Luo

Department of East Asian Language and History, Harvard University

This paper studies the conflicts between the Imperial Household
Department (HD) and the Board of Revenue over the benefits of the state
revenue income during the K’ang-hsi reign. It focuses on the special
economic activities in which the IHD engaged to embezzle the state
revenue income. It demonstrates the schemes that both parties created to
increase their gain. Through the story of Chao Shen-ch’iao, the Minister
of the Board, his effort to curb the appetite of IHD, and his conflicts with
the K’ang-hsi Emperor, I trace the process that the Manchu Court took in

their effort to adapt itself to the Chinese bureaucratic system.

Key Word: K’ang-hsi Emperor, Chao Shen-ch’iao, Imperial

Housechold, Board of Revenue



