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Women’s Remarriage in the Northern Sung

Jing-shen Tao

Department of History, University of Arizona

Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

This article studies 52 cases of women’s remarriage in Northern Sung
times. Of the 52 cases, 37 have been discussed by modern scholars. The
author discovered 15 more cases mainly in the wen-chi or collected works.
It attempts to analyze the circumstances under which widows chose to
remarry, or chose not to do so, and also to consider the problem of divorce.
A distinction is made between fsai-chia or widow’s remarriage and kai-chia
or remarriage after divorce. Northern Sung authors wrote a larger number
of mu-chih or funeral inscriptions (biographies) for chaste widows than that
for remarried widows, a fact implies that they favored widow chastity.
However, due to realistic considerations, many people persuaded their
widowed daughters to remarry. A good example is found in the case of
Woman Chu, who was married for ten years and had three children. When
her husband died, the author of her mu-chih wrote that it was appropriate for
her to remarry. These cases indicate the parents’ strong concern for the
well-being of their married daughters. Under pressure from her parents and
family members, Chao Ting-ch’en’s cousin refused to divorce, though her

husband was ugly and was imprisoned for a minor crime. Many people
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criticized her, saying that she was unfilial, unrighteous, unwise, and
cowardly. The story points to the fact that people believed ‘that it was
necessary for a married daughter to obey her parents, and that divorce was
not a bad thing at all. In short, in Nofthém Sung times more women
- remarried after death of their husbands.than those who chose to remain
chaste. The large number of mu-chih of chaste women does not necessarily

mean that a larger number of widows did not remarry.

Key Words: Northern Sung, Women, remarriage, chastity, divorce



