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RS E  BREE TR o I AR AR R R AR o "B o ¢
A REN LA WIRVBIUN SO - #5 HH 5S (F SR st E E kS
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Enlightenment: An Interpretation)— 2 i 1% » (B {7 ERE-H 2 IEHEE o BT
HIRRFE R AR SRR o S BIE Wi (B 2 R b AT S
ZREE R REE, -

B ISR E S (religious history )Y £ S BE T & (RN S SR ER S -
RG> R AFTAVERYE RIS 52 0 B & TR B 2R (Voltaire, 1694-1778) ~

KA - {KEH(David Hume, 1711-1776) ~ JEEE » 481/ & (William Robertson, 1721-1793)

SAREEE + 75 BH (Edward Gibbon, 1737-1794)% ANHYZEAE » B MERZ W IR0 E 5E 756
(YRR S BB B TR - SRR S R > BILE B SRR LK » DAEE
KL iblical criticism) Fy JERHE B 2 A B EL Il AL (#AT - 2% iR B
L 50 I H B 1 BE 5 (sacred history) ~ S EUHRE (R geEn S RV BE 1
(ecclesiastical history) ~ B A JHE )& )2 1] 34 Jr (19 JFE 582 civil history) 8 — e i 512
s LR (5 » 0 FE S =k B B AR BOM 22 [ A B S Ayt

U 3ESE S 5 S e AT R H S AR B R AL 09 B R R R AR e A RIS LA,
R G R R  ABILE IR G A Y — W F &1 R TR
J& 7 3t 5y o 22 4T ROE 64 W ik 3#4E : Donald Bloxham, Why History? A
History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020) #2 History and Morality
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020) °
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2 i LR FE MY 2 4E » % # Justin Champion, The Pillars of Priestcraft Shaken:
The Church of England and Its Enemies 1660-1730 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1992); Jonathan Sheehan, The Enlightenment Bible:
Translation, Scholarship, Culture (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
2007); J. G. A. Pocock, “Historiography and Enlightenment: A View of Their
History,” Modern Intellectual History 5:1(2008): 83-96; J. G. A. Pocock,
Barbarism and Religion, Vol. 5: The First Triumph (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2011); Sarah Mortimer and John Robertson eds., The
Intellectual Consequences of Religious Heterodoxy (Leiden: Brill, 2012); John
Robertson, “Sacred History and Political Thought: Neapolitan Responses to the
Problem of Sociability after Hobbes,” The Historical Journal 56:1 (2013): 1-
29; Anton M. Matytsin and Dan Edelstein eds., Let There Be Enlightenment:
The Religious and Mystical Sources of Rationality (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2018) 43k 4 » John Robertson # 2016 4Ff 2 Kk 4
R MFE G £ 5] 0E 3, » 98 2L The Sacred and the Social 2 % » X)) A
FL e RE P A R A B

AR &M 24 6,4 Karen O’Brien, Narratives of Enlightenment: Cosmopolitan

w

History from Voltaire to Gibbon (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1997); Sankar Muthu, Enlightenment Against Empire (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 2003); Jennifer Pitts, “The Global in Enlightenment Historical
Thought,” in Prasenjit Duara et al eds., 4 Companion to Global Historical
Thought (West Sussex: Wiley Blackwell, 2014), 184-196; Jennifer Pitts,
Boundaries of the International: Law and Empire (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 2018).
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(historiography as political thought)
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T SRS B E SR ZE AR T 43 © SahEr « FEALFF(Adam Ferguson, 1723-
1816) %} 17 B AL (civie society) 1Y FLFE » [E AR Bra i S T FTE L
EE HEFETME B AL FREZ R BT Montesquieu,
1689-1755) 1 5EE G SRR 2 28 - OR[> FfEThEAVSEE (GGRiAkE 1)
(De L’Esprit des Lois)—35 » NG HIZELL "FESE | (E REUGELAS EHH TR
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4J. G. A. Pocock, “The reconstruction of discourse: towards the historiography
of political thought,” in Pocock, Political Thought and History: Essays on
Theory and Method (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 67-86; J.
G. A. Pocock, “Historiography as a Form of Political Thought,” History of
European Ideas 37:1 (2011): 1-6.

5 Nicholas Phillipson, David Hume: The Philosopher as Historian (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 2012).

6 Tain McDaniel, Adam Ferguson in the Scottish Enlightenment: The Roman Past
and Europe’s Future (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2013).

7 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, eds., Anne M. Cohler et al (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1989), Book 11.
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WEAE (EELESEER ) (4n Historical Disquisition Concerning Ancient India » L\ %
(A UIARE - BRgfRH T SR E RBUE B | BN R
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B AT = Hiegstae
°J. G. A. Pocock, Barbarism and Religion, 6 Vols. (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1999-2015).
19 514 David Womersley & 4% #L448F 52 “The Historical Writings of William
Robertson,” Journal of the History of Ideas 47:3 (1986): 497-506 ¥ » ff 2~ &
2ok TSy Yot A B AT SR8 S BT 8 09 E T 4R < William Robertson

and the Expansion of Empire, ed. Stewart Brown (Cambridge: Cambridge
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University Press, 1997) & » # ($34) s9 o BB AL EHXZ T -
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($23) : Jeffrey R. Smitten, The Life of William Robertson: Minister,
Historian, and Principal (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2017), 227-
232.
AR e BT 38 B kit XL - RAE & Bk A ARG #e Lt T %76 (the rule of
law) PR 0y KA o F AR ERITE ki LR H S 0E o & BIRPTRA RS
FAG A 430 B A 3% B BURE A AF A 0915w iR o T 4 A, David
Lemmings, Law and Government in England during the Long Eighteenth
Century (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015), 3-11.
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A AT S i B — R FE B B 7T K %% (The Trial of Warren Hastings, 1788-1795)
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] > MG 1783 5 H R A B i TR 7 I P~ B e e ey B S e £

12 William Robertson, An Historical Disquisition Concerning the Knowledge
which the Ancients had of India: and the Progress of Trade with that Country
prior to the Discovery of the Passage to it by the Cape of Good Hope (London:
1791), iii.

13 Carnall, “Robertson and India”, 212.
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157016200 EE 52 RE » G S s EE0E o TR ER SRS E T3
AR | (the modems) it A 55 TRAVHR BT EC S5 - 2T 2 A 34 EIT P SRR 2o (i
SRR o 035 T DURE sh st R SRR LAV HE A © 55—
EELEH - U5 (Nathaniel Halhed, 1751-1830)(E &35 ( F[IEIEHL) (4 Code

14 T A8l ¥ RCEP JE N B B HU[E 488 T4F » 4 A, : Matthew E. Edney, Mapping
an Empire: The Geographical Construction of British India, 1765-1843
(Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1999), Ch. 3 -

15 C. A. Bayly, Empire and Information: Intelligence Gathering and Social
Communities in India (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), 44-54.

16 Alexander Dow, The History of Hindostan, from the Earliest Account of Time,
to the Death of Akbar, Translated from the Persian of Mahummud Casim
Ferhista of Delhi, Together with A Dissertation Concerning the Religion and
Philosophy of the Brahmins (London, 1768), xxi-xxii.
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(Warren Hastings) FITBERLAVEFAZE « fHPEA 1786 £ 4 H 4 HE| 5 H 5 H
o REE T A I BT R I RN B R 0 2R R
H BTN 42 22 B (the Committee of the Whole House)fst s » EL FP I A TEFE 125 4%
BT R R 2 3 258 kbt o EIRE TR 1787 45 H 10 H
B > 15 BITEE (CE AR RN AT o 1Y 1787 4 5 H
17 H > f5e G R RV T/ e » fEsl BT e m R BN A EITE
BL{E 1 (oudn IV EHTE) » PHEFIR T = GRATEIAEZHR R (55
FERAE LA T TR ETE R 2 b - BATENRE RS T R BUAH
i HEDEBIRSE @ EE TR - WIERHTERYETZE o] DUIH S e
RERE > 53 2RI AT H 415 (Benares) B B 1 (YR BT TR » DUK
ez & it A\ TS B g R T & 2 UE FE AR i Al E A R34y - 18

17 «(To present) a precise idea of the customs and manners of these people (i.e. the
Hindus, for the Europeans), which, to their great injury, have long been
misrepresented in the Western world.” Nathaniel Halhed, 4 Code of Gentoo
Laws, or Ordinations of the Pundits, from a Persian Translation Made from the
Original Written in the Shanscrit Language (London, 1776), xi.

BN ERIERE o RE M H R E P. I Marshall, The Impeachment of
Hastings (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1965) ¥ Geoffrey Carnall and
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Colin Nicholson eds., The Impeachment of Warren Hastings: Papers from a
Bicentenary Commemoration (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1989) o
Bl Hh % 9L B B 3E K B8 12 » T % R : Richard Bourke, Empire and
Revolution: The Political Life of Edmund Burke (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 2015), 821-850 -

“The whole History of Asia is nothing more than Precedent to prove the
invariable Exercise of arbitrary Power.” Warren Hastings, The Defense of
Warren Hastings, Esq. (late Governor General of Bengal), at the Bar of the
House of Commons, upon the Matter of the Several Charges of High Crimes
and Misdemeanors, Presented Against Him in the Year 1786 (London: 1786),
106.

20 Edmund Burke, The Writings and Speeches of Edmund Burke, Vol. VII, ed. P.

J. Marshall (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2000), 267-281.
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REH > MES NAAZEEEENESHER - ERREESENZ
sEE Y < R ST MET Sy TR RN FIHVRE S - B — T RS0 3152
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2! Edmund Burke, The Writings and Speeches of Edmund Burke, Vol. V1, ed. P. J.
Marshall (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1991), 353.

22 Edmund Burke, The Writings and Speeches of Edmund Burke, Vol. VII, 260-
261.
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23 Pocock, “The Reconstruction of Discourse: Towards the Historiography of
Political Thought,” Political Thought and History, 67-86; and “The Concept of
a Language and the Métier d’Historien: Some Considerations on Practice,” in
Pocock, Political Thought and History, 87-105.

2 g R BN R L e WA AR TRIE > A BBIMERA  gak
89 5F %, 7T A, : Emst Kantorowicz, The King'’s Two Bodies: A Study in Mediaeval
Political Theology (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1957), 24-41. {5/F
EEE T TH IO BERR TR EL AL CEE )
By 3 R A, Bk o Fhttbde R B2 (S LR YLHT £ 4e : Fernanda
Moura, “The king is Dead, Long Live the King: Shakespeare’s Richard Il and
Its Early Stage History,” Scripta Uriandrade 17:3 (2019): 125-140) - {2 & (2
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Shakespeare, The Oxford Shakespeare: Richard II, eds. Anthony Dawson and
Paul Yachnin (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), 201-202, 246 - % 3% &k
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25 William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 336.
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26 Wilfrid Prest, “General Editor’s Introduction,” in William Blackstone,
Commentaries on the Laws of England, 4 Vols., ed. Wilfrid Prest (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2016).

27 “In a free state, every man, who is supposed to be a free agent, ought to be, in
some measure, his own governor; and therefore a branch at least of the
legislative power should reside in the whole body of the people.” Blackstone,
Commentaries, Vol. 1, 106.

28 “As, in a free state, every man, considered to have a free soul, should be
governed by himself, the people as a body should have legislative power...”
Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 159.

29 Silvia Sebastiani, “Beyond Ancient Virtues: Civil Society and Passions in the Scottish
Enlightenment,” History of Political Thought 32:5 (2011), 821-820; Paul Cheney, ‘Tumiére
écossaises,” Dictionnaire Montesquieu (en ligne), dir. Catherine Volpilhac-Auger (2013):
http://dictionnaire-montesquieu.ens-lyon.fr/fr/article/1376427088/fr/ (accessed
20 May 2022); Fania Oz-Salzberger, “The Political Theory of the Scottish
Enlightenment,” in The Cambridge Companion to the Scottish Enlightenment,

eds. Alexander Broadie and Craig Smith (Cambridge: Cambridge University
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Press, 2003), 151-176.
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B AR R G A ko H 4 ¢« C.B. Schmitt, Aristotle and the Renaissance
(Cambridge, MA.: Harvard University Press, 1983); Sachiko Kusukawa, The
Transformation of Natural Philosophy: The Case of Philip Melanchton
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995); D. A. Lines, Aristotle’s Ethics
in the Italian Renaissance (ca. 1300-1650): The Universities and the Problem
of Moral Education (Leiden: Brill, 2002); Dmitri Levitin, Ancient Wisdom in
the Age of the New Science: Histories of Philosophy in England c. 1640-1700
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2017).
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32 Aurelian Craiutu, 4 Virtue for Courageous Minds: Moderation in French
Political Thought, 1748-1830 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2012),
33-68.
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33 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 59.

34 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 64.

35 Jean-Patrice Courtois, “Le Physique et le Moral dans la Théorie des Climats de
Montesquieu,” in Le Travail de Lumiéres, eds. C. Jacot Grapa et al (Paris:
Honoré Champion, 2002), 139-56; Denis de Casabianca, “Une Anthropologie
des Differences dan L’Esprit de Lois,” Archives de Philosophie 75 (2012): 405-
423.

36 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 233-234.

37 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 234.
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38 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 61-62.

3 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 67.

40 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 282-284.
41 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 236.

42 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 236-237.
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FEHH A BUEHIFEHEIAE ) (“A Dissertation concerning the Origin and Nature of
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43 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 271.

ML AR BRI BUS AR IR P AR B R B R R AR
HAERF b o bR RISy ot A L RIEE - CHRH 2] R0 F4

T2 3 B A R AR RO Rl e RA) - (BLETHRITE
F1) 88 :4(&dk > 2017) : 917-995 -

45 Hastings, The Defense of Warren Hastings, 91.

46 “The languor occasioned by the hot climate of India, inclines the native to

indolence and ease; and he thinks the evils of despotism less severe than the
labour of being free.” Dow, “A Dissertation Concerning the Origin and Nature
of Despotism in Hindostan,” in Dow, trans., History of Hindostan, Vol. 111, vii.
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47« .. it is a defect woven into the texture of the Mogul system. It will, no doubt,

be most happy for the inhabitants of Asia, when the despotic institutes of
Jengheez Khawn, or Tamerlane, shall give place to the liberal spirit of a British
legislature; and I shall be amply satisfied in my present prosecution, if it shall
tend to hasten the approach of an event so beneficial to the great interests of
mankind.” Hastings, The Defense of Warren Hastings, 102-103.

48 P. J. Marshall, ed., The British Discovery of Hinduism in the Eighteenth Century
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1970), 43.
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Constitution and the Feudal Law, 2" edn. with Retrospect (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1987). %17 3% B s 52 537 F % R ag &g 7T A, ¢
Mark Goldie, “The Ancient Constitution and the Languages of Political
Thought,” The Historical Journal, 62:1 (2019): 3-34.

30 “The legislator, whoever he was (for that is lost in the mists of a very obscure

S

3

antiquity) had it as the great leading principle of his policy to connect the people
with their soil... For sometimes our laws of religion differ from our laws of the
land; sometimes our laws of the land differ from our laws of honour. But in that
Country the laws of religion, the laws of the land and the laws of honour, are
all united and consolidated in one, and bind a man eternally to the rules of what
is called his caste.” Burke, “Opening of Impeachment,” Writings and Speeches,
Vol. VI, 301-303.
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31 Burke, “Opening of Impeachment,” Writings and Speeches, Vol. VI, 303.

32 Pocock, Ancient Constitution, 37.

33 “Those ancient Acts of Parliament which are rang’d under the Head of Leges
non Scripta, or Customary Laws, as being made before Time of Memory...”
Matthew Hale, The History of the Common Law of England, 2" edn. (London:
1716), 4.
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Another capacity, in which the king is considered in domestic affairs,

o

is as the fountain of justice and general conservator of the peace of the
kingdom. By the fountain of justice the law does not mean the author
or original, but only the distributor. Justice is not derived from the
king, as from his fiee gift... He is not the spring, but the reservoir...
The original power of judicature, by the fundamental principles of

society, is lodged in the society at large: but as it would be

a4k & % o A 1. G. A. Pocock, “Burke and the Ancient Constitution: A
Problem in the History of Ideas,” The Historical Journal, 3:2 (1960): 125-143;
Bourke, Empire and Revolution, 160-222.

35 Blackstone, Commentaries, Vol. 1, 171-172.
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36 “They were no conquered people. They carried the evident marks of a noble
independency, of a spirit of freedom and good government, as compared with
other countries where the prince is armed with supreme entire authority, and
where the great people have no privileges at all, or having privileges are nothing
but subjects.” Burke, “Opening of Impeachment,” Writings and Speeches, Vol.
VI, 309.
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57 Burke, Writings and Speeches, Vol. VI, 307-312.
38 Blackstone, Commentaries, Vol. 1, 48-51.
3 Blackstone, Commentaries, Vol. I, 151-153, 158-159.
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60 Sir Edward Coke, Part Seven of the Reports: Calvin’s Case, in Sir Edward Coke,
The Reports of Sir Edward Cock in Thirteen Parts, Vol. IV, eds. John Henry
Thomas and John Farquhar Fraser (London, 1826), 6.
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3 % ¢ Iris Cox, Montesquieu and the History of French Laws (Oxford:
Voltaire Foundation, 1983).:%3% % R o4 ¥ & 22 8] % : Elie Carcassone,

Montesquieu et le Probleme de la Constitution Francaise au XVIlle Siécle

6

)

(Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1927).
63 Robert Shackleton, Montesquieu: A Critical Biography (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1961), 240-242.
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“Montesquieu’s Modern Politics: “The Spirit of the Laws’ and the Problem of
Modern Monarchy in Old Regime France,” History of Political Thought 10:4
(1989): 665-700; Keegan Callanan, Montesquieu’s Liberalism and the Problem
of Universal Politics (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018), 88-101.

65« .. je ne suis pas surprise de vous voir étre ce que vos peres ont été’... Nous

remarquerons en premier lieu, qu’il s’agit d’un employ que les Peres de Clovis

avoient tenu véritablement, mais ou ce Prince étoit parvenu par sa moderation...”

Jean-Baptiste Du Bos, Histoire Critique de L’Etablissement de la Monarchie

Frangoise dans les Gaules, Tom. Il (Amsterdam, 1735), 326-330.
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% Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 661.

67 1] g’agit maintenant de repondre aux viés de la Providence, qui recompense
votre moderation, en vous ¢élevant a une dignité si éminente. C’est la fin qui
couronne 1’ceuvre.”” Quoted in Du Bos, Histoire Critique, 326.

%8 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 662.
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70 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 537-540.
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7L (legal pluralism) » #8 B 5% R T A : Lauren Benton and Richard J. Ross
eds., Legal Pluralism and Empire, 1500-1800 (New York: New York
University Press, 2013).
2 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 554-559.
3 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 561-574.
4 Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 546-548.
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Congquests for the Mahometans, in The Writings and Speeches of Edmund
Burke, Vol. V: India: Madras and Bengal 1774-1785, ed. P. J. Marshall
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1981), 41-124; Bourke, Empire and Revolution, 528-
538.
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regions of the East.” William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 2.

81 J. G. A. Pocock, Barbarism and Religion, Vol. 2: Narratives of Civil
Government (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999); Pocock,
“Historiography and Enlightenment,” Modern Intellectual History 5:1 (2008):
83-96; Sophie Bourgault and Robert Sparling, “Introduction”, in 4 Companion
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2013), 1-22.
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Enlightenment: A Genealogy (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 2010);
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85 William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 10.

86 William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 12.

87 William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 13-14.
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“In Pursuit of Luxury: Global History and British Consumer Goods in the
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Eger (Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2002), 7-27; Istvan Hont, “The Enlightenment
Debate on Commerce and Luxury,” in The Cambridge History of Eighteenth-
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Cambridge University Press, 2006), 379-418; Richard Whatmore, “Luxury,
Commerce, and the Rise of Political Economy,” in The Oxford Handbook of
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Oxford University Press, 2013), 576-592.
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Happily for the human race, the despotic system of Turkish

government, founded on such illiberal fanaticism as has extinguished

9 William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 149-157.
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science in Egypt, in Assyria, and in Greece, its three favourite
mansions in ancient times, was prevented from extending its
dominion over Europe, and from suppressing liberty, learning, and
taste, when beginning to make successful efforts to revive there, and

again to bless, to enlighten, and to polish mankind.®’
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97 William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 192-193.

98 «“Another proof of the early and high civilization of the people of India, may be
deduced from considering their political constitution and form of government.”
William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 203.
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Institutions destined to assert and guard the rights belonging to men in

social state, how familiar soever the idea may be to the people of

Europe, never formed a part of the political constitution in any great

Asiatic kingdom.*®
RE(HHRE Ry - TRLERIEHERR T ENE AR EEAE R FERTE - 4
TEE I E P EBURF T TR B SRS MHIRI T FIFE 4R - (EHtth e Paak

B A 2 LB EEMRIEE - (B BN RIS a 8 B

aE ZED WA GEAM TN S B THVRE IR RS2
MAERIRERECR T 4tia8 S B RTE HIPSRIBAE - (Ht B EEUaREHY
BIFARER (BT EEE LEAIES - R HAER - Rl F
AR E & T S 2R EEN T — R B E] e RN
LA SRR R T HOAE AT ATRE o 1

(S ) 4EE%E R G - AR TR R A A S 2 0 A SR R
TRt EAES - FEEN B MO [RIPE AR Ay A SLEE T - HA LR ZR
TR » B s R DR LA LR AR 2 BB E AN VS E
18 - 2R (0 HAE I SR R e ARG 2RI T A S8 — B Ay »
WO B LS ZLARE S 4508 - PINEROMETERE - | BN AR

9 “Though monarchical government was established in all the countries of India
to which the knowledge of the ancients extended, the sovereigns were far from
possessing uncontrolled or despotic power...” William Robertson, Historical
Disquisition, 205.

100 William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 206.
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Thus, long before the nature of property is defined by positive statutes,
or any rules prescribed concerning the mode of acquiring or
conveying it, there is gradually formed, in every state, a body of
customary or common law, by which judicial proceedings are directed,
and every decision conformable to it is submitted to with reverence,
as the result of the accumulated wisdom and experience of ages.
In this state the administration of justice seems to have been in India
when first visited by Europeans. Though the Indians, according to
their account, had no written laws, but determined every controverted

point by recollecting what had been formerly decided...!*

101 “As manners and customs in India descend almost without variation from age to
age, many of the peculiar institutions which I have enumerated still subsist
there.” William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 212.

102 William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 213.
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%% % R, Istvan Hont, Politics in Commercial Society: Jean-Jacques Rousseau
and Adam Smith, eds. Béla Kapossy and Michael Sonenscher (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press 2015), Ch. 3.

104 Blackstone, Commentaries, Vol. I, 58-61.

105 “When I call these parts of our law leges non scriptae, I would not be understood
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as if all those laws were at present merely oral, or communicated from the
former ages to the present solely by word of mouth” Blackstone, Commentaries,
Vol. I, 48-49.

196 William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 216-219; Blackstone, Commentaries, Vol.
I, 51-55.

197 William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 214-216.
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108 William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 208-209.

109 “These maxims and regulations of the ancient legislators of India have a near
resemblance to the system of those ingenious speculators on political economy
in modern times...” William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 209-210.
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110 William Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 229-231.
T Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, 340-341.
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.. if the East improved much earlier than Europe, Europe at least
advanced with a thousand times the rapidity, should a mutual
intercourse between the extremities of Europe and India continue, the
latter is more likely to improve by Imports than the former will by
what India transports to it.!''?
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112 MS. 3944, folio. 60, National Library of Scotland.

113 Robertson, Historical Disquisition, 335.

114 Pocock, “The Politics of Historiography,” Political Thought and History, 257-
270.
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115 Hayden White, Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century
Europe (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1973).

116 Michael Bentley, “General Introduction: The Project of Historiography” and
“Introduction: Approaches to Modernity: Western Historiography since the
Enlightenment,” in Companion to Historiography, ed. Bentley (London:
Routledge, 1997), xi-xvi, 379-496.

17 Karl Lowith, Meaning in History (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1949).
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Historiography as Political Thought:
Ancient Constitution, Oriental Despotism, and the
Historical Disquisition of Ancient India
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This article is about Enlightenment historiography and its political
implications. In particular, it examines William Robertson’s least celebrated
work, Historical Disquisition of Ancient India (1791). By exploring the
discursive contexts of the Historical Disquisition, the paper argues that
historiography was a distinct form of political discourse in Enlightenment
Europe. The paper argues that the Historical Disquisition shared two discursive
contexts with debates during the impeachment of Warren Hastings, the first
governor-general of Bengal Presidency. These were the languages of ancient
constitution and oriental despotism, and both were employed in attempts to
characterize the nature of Indian political culture. The paper further
demonstrates how both contexts were affected by Montesquieu’s politico-
historical writings. Having established the discursive contexts of the Historical
Disquisition, the paper advances the argument that the Historical Disquisition
embodies the notion which the historian J. G. A. Pocock calls “historiography
as political thought.”
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