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S E 4: 7 (Bernard Mandeville, 1670-1733)F~ 1670 4= A 1ERESFFHAY
BN > 1691 FEHMAZRIERTEEENL - 1693 FATL -
S ESASTE - AEMBATE - 117054 > SEGER SRR A
MFRAZA Ry (GRS © 50 HESEIEE) (The Crumbling Hive; or,
Knaves turn’d Honest) » Bl K7 SEEG R EE - 1714 F > M ALEEF
M EFF R~ NEEER I —R & CEEEMEER ZZRIE) (An
Enquiry into the Origin of Moral Virtue)il; HE 00 (EEES © FAA
SEEANANIEFZS ) (The Fable of the Bees: Private Vices, Public Benefits) B3
R - MR A REIRZEE - 5F] 1723 > SEEETR T
(EiEEE) BUETRA - IIAFE ZREatam - DU EFRAS B 2L
& (Church of England) T 25 28 5 B Y S F G 2835 B 28 B2 )(Essay
on Charity and Charity-Schools)fl { ¥%+ @ AB V2 ) (A Search into the
Nature of Society) iR 3L o RbhRAS 1% » SR8 B 28 vl i RRE 25 ] (the
Middlesex Grand Jury)}s 1723 4F-$63% B 8 L TERETE » 1 HLIER AR,
R - REEHEEIEE D 2GR —HEEFNE - SR
T ERGUEE R TR AR - TEZ ER SRS - &

‘%%%ﬁ%é TALIT RHA 1711 4 hn el (o B 59 o BN 2 0 i
FER) » XX E f&“ £ 4% % : A Treatise of the Hypochondriack and Hysterick

Passions: Vulgarly Call’d the Hypo in Men and Vapours in Women; In Which
the Symptoms, Causes, and Cure of Those Diseases Are Set Forth after a
Method Intirely New. The Whole Interspers’d, with Instructive Discourses on
the Real Art of Physick It Self; And Entertaining Remarks on the Modern

Practice of Physicians and Apothecaries: Very Useful to All, That Have the
Misfortune to Stand in Need of Either. In Three Dialogues (London, 1711)
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Z5(William Law, 1686-176 1) K144 5 B AEEA o E LA 381V HER B
T (EE) A 17244 ~ 1725 45 ~ 1728 4F ~ 1729 4EF0 1732 4EH0H
R » (B BYE M (The Fable of Bees, Volume Two)th 1 1729 FEH KK >
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Btk —4k o ) Bernard Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees or Private Vices,
Publick Benefits, ed. F.B. Kaye, Vol. I, With a Commentary Critical, Historical,
and Explanatory by F.B. Kaye (Indianapolis, IN: Liberty Fund, 1988), 95-96.

3 Bernard Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees, Vol. 1, 385.

4 M. M. Goldsmith, Private Vices, Public Benefits: Bernard Mandeville’s Social
and Political Thought (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985), 121.
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BR) > ®I170-
° Keith Thomas, In Pursuit of Civility: Manners and Civilization in Early

Modern England (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2018), 10-13.
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U] o SRANEEZIZHTEA. G. A Pocock)FITHEHT > 1688 - ap (R FTHT ACHIEL
JEHH > FRRBUGHIREUCSREREE - (EEIARMAVEOR « 118
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10 L awrence E. Klein, Shaftesbury and the Culture of Politeness: Moral
Discourse and Cultural Politics in Early Eighteenth-Century England
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), 3-4.

1 J. G. A. Pocock, “Cambridge Paradigms and Scotch Philosophers: A Study of the
Relations between the Civic Humanist and the Civil Jurisprudential Interpretation
of Eighteenth-Century Social Thought,” in Wealth and Virtue: The Shaping of
Political Economy in the Scottish Enlightenment, eds. Istvan Hont and Michael
Ignatieff (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983), 241.

12 Lawrence E. Klein, “Liberty, Manners, and Politeness in Early Eighteenth-Century
England,” The Historical Journal 32:3 (September, 1989): 588-590.
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FITH ¢ ERFIESUE S B (polite literature) » 1 Hh 5255 5 SCHEHK i (polite
songs) > "I RR RN FT SR SCHEVIREE ST © EAEREDR S LHY
R EELE S RIG RS Z 31 % -

DS ROUAT - SRR SO U U R R XOR SUAL R R HE R
e B 2A 90 o R Keith Thomas, In Pursuit of Civility: Manners and Civilization in
Early Modern England (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2018), 45. X 7 5C
ol — MR FMEFIA AR B - 4L (Eliza Haywood, c. 1693-1756) 44 {4
Ve 338 3% ) (Female Spectator, 1744-6) ~ & g - #4 3 #% (Samuel Johnson,
1709-84)t4 ;%% %) (The Rambler ,1750-2) » & &3¢ - % ffj (Edward Moore,
1712-57) 8 (R ) (The World, 1753-6)F= 5 #| - 4~ 7 (Henry Mackenzie,
1745-1831)44 (45T ) (The Mirror, 1779-80) » % A, Philip Carter, Men and the
Emergence of Polite Society, Britain, 1660-1800 (New York: Routledge, 2000), 34.

Yk NE S F T EERAEBRR S THE RGOSR  The

Muses Holiday: Or, the Polite Songster. Being an Elegant Collection of the

Most Favourite New Songs, Etc (London, 1757); The Nightingale. A Choice

Collection of New and Polite Songs (London, 1770).

B R KA BARIE B R e A0 B 0 e (assembly) sl 70 S 48 A 5 1 K AL AY

X AR L5 P+ R, John Brewer, The Pleasures of the Imagination: English

Culture in the Eighteenth Century (London: Harper Collins, 1997), 89-90; R. H.

Sweet, “Topographies of Politeness,” Transactions of the Royal Historical

Society 12 (2002): 356.
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16 Hazel Wilkinson, “The Complete Spectator: A Bibliographical History,” in
Joseph Addison: Tercentenary Essays, ed. Paul Davis (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2021), 182.

17 Markku Peltonen, The Duel in Early Modern England: Civility, Politeness and
Honour (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), 307.
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FEEHESF DR TUA R - (BRI SEHS I (good manners) A5 > [A] By
SRR N G AN B EERNH - iR - 218
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(Anthony Pollock)f5 tH » {78 4 R REHA7E R ek A HOCHEB(E TR 1% - A

18 Paul Sagar, The Opinion of Mankind: Sociability and the Theory of the State
from Hobbes to Smith (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2018), 85-86,
91-92.

19 Anthony Pollock, Gender and the Fictions of the Public Sphere, 1690-1755
(New York: Routledge, 2009), 55-74.

20 Jennifer A. Herdt, Putting on Virtue: The Legacy of the Splendid Vices
(Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2008), 278-279.
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15 RAAFTESE b ASOE— e SO Bt S /R4
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21 M. M. Goldsmith, “Liberty, Luxury and the Pursuit of Happiness,” in The
Languages of Political Theory in Early-Modern Europe, ed. Anthony Pagden
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987), 225-252.

22 M. M. Goldsmith, “Liberty, Luxury and the Pursuit of Happiness,” 245.

23 Bernard Mandeville, By a Society of Ladies: Essays in The Female Tatler, ed.
M. M. Goldsmith (Bristol: Thoemmes Press, 1999), 104.
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312 ) (A letter to Dion)Fn (¥ 5238342 R 0938 %) (An Enquiry into the Origin
of Honour) ¥ #R 3% B X e fo B45 2 W H Z 4k B0y 4 » R0 l46/k £
BB TR0 AR 09 SRR PR XK UM BUS BB R o
A, Peltonen, The Duel in Early Modern England, 299-300.

A SR B A7) R KM AT %, < Christopher J. Berry, The Idea of Luxury: A Conceptual
and Historical Investigation (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994);

2!

[

Istvan Hont, “The Early Enlightenment Debate on Commerce and Luxury,” in
The Cambridge History of Eighteenth-Century Political Thought, ed. Mark
Goldie and Robert Wokler (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006),
377-418; Edward Hundert, “Mandeville, Rousseau and the Political Economy
of Fantasy,” in Luxury in the Eighteenth Century . Debates, Desires and
Delectable Goods, ed. Maxine Berg and Elizabeth Eger (Basingstoke: Palgrave,
2003), 28-40.

2 g O AT RIS B W B R W % R TF A R s £ M
YA 0 /2T % A, : Martin Otero Knott, “Mandeville on Governability,”
Journal of Scottish Philosophy 12:1 (March, 2014): 19-49.

27 Bernard Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees, Vol. 1, 23.
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2 G. J. Barker-Benfield, The Culture of Sensibility: Sex and Society in
Eighteenth-Century Britain (Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press,
1996), 38-65.

? Nicholas T. Phillipson, “Politics, Politeness and the Anglicisation of Early
Eighteenth-Century Scottish Culture,” in Scotland and England: 1286-1815, ed.
Roger A. Mason (Edinburgh: J. Donald, 1987), 233-234.
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the Defence of the Revolution,” in Political Discourse in Early Modern Britain,
eds. Nicholas T. Phillipson and Quentin Skinner (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1993), 308-309.
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33 Bernard Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees or Private Vices, Publick Benefits,
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37 Bernard Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees, Vol. 1, 53.
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41 Anthony Ashley Cooper Shaftesbury, Characteristics of Men, Manners,
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Press, 1999), 193.

42 Anthony Ashley Cooper Shaftesbury, Characteristics of Men, Manners,
Opinions, Times, 20.
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Opinions, Times, ed. Lawrence E. Klein (Cambridge: Cambridge University
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47 Bernard Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees, Vol. 1, 78.
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Bernard Mandeville on Politeness in the 18th
Century and Its Impact on the Wealth of Nations

Chien-yuen Chen

Assistant Professor (Contract), Department of History, National Taiwan Normal University

This study investigates how Bernard Mandeville (1670-1733), a prominent writer in
early eighteenth-century England, viewed the expanding impact of polite culture in
English society during his lifetime. Much research has focused on how Mandeville, in
a cynical tone, critiques and deconstructs the dominant views of polite culture
advanced by Anthony Ashley Cooper, 3rd Earl of Shaftesbury, Joseph Addison, and
Richard Steele. While Mandeville dismisses Shaftesbury’s discourse on politeness,
which is grounded on an optimistic human nature, he does not entirely oppose the
concept. Instead, Mandeville argues that politeness would stimulate consumption,
which, in tum, could bolster England's economy. The adoption of a polite culture
would help improve living standards, aid impoverished individuals in sustaining
themselves, and fortify England’s national power. Mandeville maintained that a
nation's well-being and strength were intrinsically tied to its population, and the most
important benefit of a polite culture was to enrich and strengthen the nation. For
instance, The Fable of Bees, Mandeville's most famous (and infamous) work, is
subtitled Private Vices, Publick Benefits; public welfare is the ultimate quest that runs
through all of Mandeville's work in his quest to make England stronger and wealthier
than other nations. This article thus argues that politeness serves as an essential tool for
Mandeville to achieve his purpose of strengthening and enriching the nation.

Keywords: Bernard Mandeville, polite culture, The Fable of the Bees,
commercial society
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